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Brothers and Sisters of Smt. Neela Subramanian and their
families thank the following for their contributions in bringing out

this booklet.

Mr. E. Saravanan
Ms. Yogeswari
P.S. Chandrasekaran
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Profile of Smt. Neela Subramanian

Born to Srimathi Lakshmi Ammal and Sri Tyagaraman on 25th June 1925,
Neela Subramanaian was a strong, brave and determined woman. She
devoted her life life in the pursuit of music and the service of God.

An excellent Veena player, she was honoured to play the instrument several
times for the Kanchi Paramacharya Sri Chandrasekharendra Sarasvathi. In
fact, it was a tradition for Paramacharya to ask her to play after his final pooja
at the Matam as well as in many of the transit camps he was at.

Her passion for music was channelised through teaching of Veena. A strict
disciplinarian, she sought the same flawless perfection from her students that
she herself exhibited.

Her gift for music comes as no surprise. Her father, late Sri Tyagaraman, was
the grandson of Umayalpuram Sri Krishna Bhagavathar; the direct disciple of
the Saint composer Sri Tyagaraja Swamigal. She thus belongs to the
Shishya Parampara of Tyagaraja and pursued the art of Carnatic Music with
great reverence and zeal.

Neela Subramanian always had a deep devotion to the Vedas and Hindu
Sastras and believed ardently in their wisdom and relevance. She sought to
contribute her mite by arranging Veda Parayananam periodically in her house
at Nandanam. She has also given a handsome donation to the Kanchi Matam
for the preservation and protection of Vedas.

In keeping with her last wish and desire to encourage the spread of Vedic
wisdom, an endowment has been created under Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Chennai Kendra.

Her spirit and passion will live on as we commemorate her life.

Lata Ashwin
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A Tribute

The striking highlight of the life of Smt Neela Subramanian, was her absolute
tavotion to Maha Periaval, a total surrender at the feet of His Holiness. She
went through the pangs of her life, sometimes very challenging, putting her to
severe hardships and suffering with amazing courage and forbearance only
with her unflinching faith and devotion with the extraordinary strength that she
dorived from her Bhakti to Maha Periaval that sustained her throughout her
life,

Hor study and practice of classical music was at the highest level. She was a
vocalist with a mellifluous voice and also a fine vainika. In the 50’s She had
iilven a few Veena concerts on AIR, Chennai but gave it up on the advice of
Maha Periaval. She was a good teacher and taught veena to a large number
ol youngsters, both girls and boys, for almost a quarter of a century. Her
outstanding contribution to music is, setting to music Mooka Panchasati of Sri
Mooka Kavi of 500 verses in 80 ragas. This is a high quality work with a depth
of music expertise.

Siml. Neela Subramanian was a well read person in Hindu and Vedic literature
in Tamil. She was also very well informed in current affairs, keeping herself
updated, reading, to include political, social and cultural periodicals and books.
She could vigorously engage friends in interesting conversations on these
subjects with insightful understanding of different topics.

T. N. Rajan



Shishya Parampara of Saint Tyagaraja

Umayalpuram Krishna Bagavathar and
Sundara Bhagavathar were the fifth and sixth
of the seven children born to Srinivasa lyer
and Alamelu Manga. They were under the
guardianship of their eldest brother
Venkatarama Bhagavathar who was himself
a pauranika giving musical discourses on
Ramayana. The brothers thus had their initial
introduction to musical discourses, Sanskrit
and Ramayana. At the request of the eldest
brother Venkatarama Bhagavathar, Saint
Tyagaraja accepted the two brothers as his
disciples. The Gurukulavasa of the brothers
commenced at their tender age of 11 and 9

Krishna Bhagavathar
(1820-1908)

respectively at the feet of the greatest music scholars of all times. The

saint must have been in his sixties at that
time. For the next fifteen years, the brothers
were under the total influence of the saint in
his advanced age when he was at his peak
of creativity, reaching the height of
spirituality.  Krishna Bhagavathar and
Sundara Bhagavathar sat at the feet of their
Great Guru and learnt all that they could
possibly learn in the fifteen formative years
of their lives. Their only mission in the rest of
their lives was to propagate the music of the
great saint. It is primarily to these
representatives of the Sishya Parampara of  Sundara Bhagavathar
Saint Tyagaraja along with the Sishya (1822-1910)

groups of Thillaisthanam and Walajapet, and others, we owe the rich
treasure of great compositions bequeathed to posterity.
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On the day when saint Tyagaraja attained mukti, the two brothers
nlong with a few others were present and were responsible for the erection
of the Samadhi and the Brindavan (Tulasi madam) over it in Thiruvaiyaru.
They used to perform the Aradhana of the Great Saint every year at
Thiruvaiyaru as long as they were physically fit. In fact they performed
aradhana for 52 long years and just before their demise, the brothers in
1807 entrusted the responsibility of performing the Aradhana to one of
thelr disciples, Panchapakesa lyer, who continued this task with great
tavotion and Bhakti till his death. A detailed stone inscription to this effect
tould be found at the Brindavan, which is behind the statue of Saint
Tyagaraja of the present Samadhi at Thiruvaiyaru. Other disciples of the
hifothers were Bharatham Nallur Narayanaswami lyer and Manjakudi
Ramachandra Bhagavathar, the latter being the grandson of Sundara
Hhagavathar.

Krishna Bhagavathar adopted Sri
Tyaganatarajan, son of his
daughter as his svekara putran. Sri.
Tyagaraman was the son of Sri.
Tyaganatarajan. Sri  Tyagraman
taught his sons and daughters the
music of Saint Tyagaraja and was
regularly performing the Aradhana
of Saint Tyagaraja with great
devoting and Bhakthi at his house.
Ho mesmerized Mahatma Gandhi by playing Santamulekha in his
Golluvadhyam. He also had the rare blessing from the Kanchi
Mahaswamigal to continue his studies. Smt. Neela Subramaniam was the
sldest daughter of Sri Tyagaraman and Smt Lakshmi Ammal. It is strange
bt true, both Sri Tyagaraman and Smt Neela Subramanian departed this
world on Bhagula Panchami, the thithi when Saint Tyagaraja attained
Videha Mukti though the month was different.

WIS T

Tyagaraman (1896-1959)







