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FOREWORD

By SRI M. S. SARANGAPANI MUDALIAR, B.A., B.L.,

Commissioner, Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments (Administration) Department, Madras.

I deem ita privilege to have been asked to give a
Foreword to the Guide Book on Rameswaram and Dha-
nushkodi written by Sri A.; Uthandaraman, L.A.S. (Retd.),
former Commissioner for H. R. & C. E. (Admn.) Depart-
ment, Madras. It is the result of a happy suggestion
made by His Holiness Srilas Sri Kasivasi Arulnandi
Thambiran Avargal of Tiruppanandal Math. The sugges-
tion was made to Sri K. P. Shanmugham Pillai of
M/s. Sri Balasubrahmanyam & Co., Madras. The person
selected for publishing a much needed guide like this for the
‘benefit of the numerous pilgrims visiting Rameswaram and
Dhanushkodi throughout the year is no less appropriate
than the person suggested for writing the book.

The author of the book was not only in charge of the
administration of religlous institutions of this State for a
number of years, but it was his unique contribution to do
many things that make for the creation of a religious
atmosphere in these institutions. Strongly religious by
nature, he took it as a serious mission to do his best for
reviving the pristine glory of the temples and the purity of
rituals that showed a tendency to decline on account of
various factors including the impact of Western ideas and'
the crusade carried on for nearly a couple of centuries
against Hinduism and idol-worship by foreiguers belonging
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to different religious persuasions. He spared no pains in
acquainting himself with every available detail connected
with every ‘Padalsthalam’ and every important temple in
the State, and it is needless to say that his knowledge of
Rameswaram and Dhanushkodi is adequate and accurate,
Thus he is fully equipped for writing an authentic guide.
book like the present one for the use of the pilgrims. Since
alarge number of the pilgrims come from North India, the
book has been written in English, and a translation of it
in Hindi has also been made available. For the use of
the Tamil knowing public the translation in Tamil also
has been made available separately.

'/' The book deals with all aspects of Rameswaram and
Dhanushkodi—their religious importance, the mythology
associated with them, notes on each of the shrines, festi-
vals, facilities for pilgrims including rest-houses and the
history of the main shrine—as well as the geographical

= features of the island. A sketch showing the position and
contour of the island has also been attached to the book.

I have no doubt that the book will be found immen-
sely useful to the pilgrims who can, by reading it before
offering worship in the temple, ensure an intelligent and
efficacious worship of the deities. Theauthor has written
it in such a way that it can be useful to those for whom it
is intended. He has placed the worshipping public under
a deep debt of gratitude by writing it.

The Hindu public are also indebted to Sri Balasubrah-
manyam & Co. for their enterprise in bringing out this
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book under the auspices of the Religious and Charitable
trust created by them. They have promptly responded to
the suggestion made by the Head of the Tiruppanandat
Math, fully realising the value of the service rendered by
them. They have done signal service by installing silver
lamps in several important Hindu temples from Kedarnath
to Kanyakumari including Varanasi, Tirupati, Tiruttani,
Tiruvanaikavil koil, Palani and Madurai. They have in
collaboration with some of their friends, done a remar-
kable service in Kanyakumari Temple by providing alt
puja articles in silver, covering the doors of the Sanctum
Sanctorum and the steps with silver, with the result that
the sanctum sanctorum presents a splendid appearance,
looking like a coanterpart of the silver mountain in the
Himalayas (Velliangiri-Mount Kailas). May their exam-
ple inspire many others to follow them in their footstegs!

As regards the Head of the Tiruppanandal Math who
is known for his numerous endowments for the furtherance
of various religious and charitable objects, his attachment™
to Sri Ramanathaswami and Sri Parvathavardhini Ambal
is deep and constant. He has always been quick to realise
the needs of each of the important temples which he visits
in Tamilnad, and I must take this opportunity to thank
him for the Endowment which he has created for impart- -
ing instruction in Sanskrit to the pupils studying in Sri
Parvathavardhini Ambal Girls’ High School, Rameswaram.
He has created a similar Endowment in Sri Kanthimathi
Ambal Girls’ High School, Tirunelveli. A reading of the
preamble to the Deed of Endowment made by him in this
respect will disclose how a knowledge of Sanskrit is essen«
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tial to every student of Hindu religion. It is to be hoped
that his example will be followed by other religious insti.
tutions in the State. He has earned the gratitude of the
large number of Hindu pilgrims visiting Rameswaram and
"Dhanushkodi by having been instrumental in the publica-
tion of this valuable guide book.

May Ramanathaswami and Sri Parvathavardhinj
Ambal shower their choicest blessings on all the devotees
that visit Rameswaram and Dhanushkodi !

M. S. SARANGAPANI MUDALIAR,
Commissioner.
26-11-65.
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PREFACE

This booklet styled ¢ Pilgrims Guide to Rameswaram
and Dhanushkodi’ has been written by me at the request
©of Messrs. Balasubrameniam & Co. and Kumar- Bros.,
who were charged by the Head of the Kasi Mutt,
Tiruppanandal, with the publication of guide of this type:
in English, Hindi and Tamil for the use of pilgrims visiting.
Rameswaram and Dhanushkodi from all over India and
tourists from other countries.

Fully conscious as I am of my limitations, I could not
‘however refuse the earnest request of the publishers who
have jointly donated Silver lamps (with adequate provision
for keeping them lighted in the Sanctum-Sanctorum not
-only in the temple of Rameswaram but also in a number
of other sacred shrines from Cape Comorin to Himalayas
{Kanyakumari, Rameswaram, Tiruvannamalai, Varanasi,
Badrinath, Kedarnath etc.). Knowingas I do the piety
and devotion with which they have been offering these
services for the benefit of several important temples, I
. leem it an honour to be associated in this publication.

The other special and more important reason for my
undertaking this task is the fact that the idea originated
from the Head of Kasi Mutt, Tiruppanandal (Srilasri Arul-
mnandi Thambiran Swamigal) a deeply religious and pious
ascetic who even after his Shashtiaptapoorthi continues to
visit Kedarnath in the Himalayas every year and who has
during these few years after his assuming charge of the
autt created endowments amounting to nearly one crore
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of rupees for various religious, educational and charitab]e
purposes. My admiration and regard for him is such thay
I could not possibly think of not complying with pjy
wishes. If this guide is found to be of use to pilgrim,
and tourists all thanks are due only to His Holiness ang
the publishers who are themselves ardent devotees of
Lord Ramanatha. It is a matter of no small gratificatjop
to me that this booklet has been perused by His Holines
and blessed by him.

Sri M. S. Sarangapani Mudaliar, Commissioner, H. R.
and C.E., Admn. Dept.,, Madras, who has been king
enough to honour this publication with a valuable fore.
word, has lavished rather unmerited praise for my work
and it can only be attributed to his great love and affec- ]
tion for me and to his magnanimity in magnifying even
fittle acts. Iam extremely grateful to him for his fine
sentiments. His special commendation of the work done
by the publishers and His Holiness are well deserved and
I gladly endorse every word of it.

Last but not least, I wish to place on record the
valuable assistance I received from the Devasthanam
authorities in securing the materials on which the guide is
based.

May every pilgrim and tourist make full use of th
information furnished in this Guide and may Lord Ramé
nathaswami and Goddess Parvathavardhini show
all Their choicest blessings on every one of them:.

A. UTTANDARAMAN.
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Swami Vivekananda’s Address
at the Rameswaram Temple on Real Worship®

It is in love that religion exists and not in ceremony,
iin the pure and sincere love in the heart. Unless a man
'is pure in body and mind, his coming into a temple and
worshipping Shiva is useless. The prayers of those that
.are pure in mind and body will be answered by Shiva, and
'those that are impure, and yet try to teach religion to
:others, will fail in the end. External worship is only a
symbol of internal worship; but internal worship and
‘purity are the real things. Without them, external worship
would be of no avail. Therefore you must all try to
:remember this.

If a man goes with an impure mind into a temple, he
-adds to the sins that he had already, and goes home a
worse man than when he left it. Tirtha (place of pilgri-
mage) is a place which is full of holy things and holy
men. If sin is committed in any ordinary place, it can
-easily be removed ; but sin committed in a Tirtha cannot
be removed. This is the gist of all worship—to be pure
-and to do good to others. He who sees Shiva in the poor,
in the weak and in the deceased, really worships Shiva;
-and if he sees Shiva only in the image, his worship is but
preliminary. He who has served and helped one poor
‘man seeing Shiva in him, without thinking of his caste
-or creed or race, or anything with him, Shiva is more
‘pleased with him than with the man who sees Him only
4n temples.
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He who wants to serve Shiva must serve His chilg
must serve all creatures in this world first. It i saig;
the Shastras that those who serve the servants of ch;:
His greatest servants. So you will bear this in mind,

Let me tell you again, that you must be pure ang by
any one who comes to you as much as lies in your poy,
And this is good Karma. By the power of this, the pe,
becomes pure (Chitta-Suddhi), and then Shiva why|
residing in every one, will become manifest. He is alwy
in the heart of every one. Unselfishness is the test g
religion. He who has more of this unselfishness is mq
spiritual and nearer to Shiva. Whether he is learned ¢
ignorant, he is nearer to Shiva than anybody else, whethe
he knows it or not. And if a man is selfish, even thoug
he has visited all the temples, seen all the places o
pilgrimage and painted himself like a leapord, he is stil
further off from Shiva.

et

*This speech has been jnscribed in stone slabs and fird
at the “KODA GOPURAVASAL® where this speed
was delivered as a memorial--opened by Dr. S. Radlé
krishnan, President of the Indian Republic on 28-9-196
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1 .
L‘ Rameswaram & Dhanushkodi

Rameswaram

Rameswaram is as old as the Ramayana. Its impor~
jnce as a place of pilgrimage is equalled by only that of
lashi (Varanasi). Pilgrimage to Kashi will be complete
nly after worship at Rameswaram besides a holy bath in
'yhanushkodi (Sethu) at the confluence of Mahodathi
Bay of Bengal) and Ratnakara (Indian Ocean). Sethu
{a Sanskrit word to denote a bridge or causeway. It has
ow acquired special significance to mean the bridge
bross the ocean constructed and used by Rama to reach
anka, It is said that, at the request of Vibhishana,
}:other of Ravana and ally of Rama, Rama broke the

Bthu with one end of his bow and hence the name
hanus-kodi (Dhanus = bow, Kodi=end). It is also
did that Rama marked this spot for Sethu with one end
If his famous bow. Bath in the holy Sethu at the junc-
on of the two seas normally preceeds the pilgrimage to
ameswaram, besides a second bath on return from
ameswaram, but recently Dhanushkodi has been com-
etely washed out and conversion by rail cut off.
ferformance of obsequies and immersion of ashes are also
ommon at the conflux of the two seas. A series of rocks
Ind islets found in a line are shown as remnants of the
cient Sethu.

Rameswaram, as its very name implies, is the holy
jlace of Rameswara, i.e. Ishwara installed by Rama. The
;residing deity is known variously as Rameswara, Rama-
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linga or Ramanatha. According to Puranas, as advig,
by Rishis, Rama, along with Sita and Lakshmam
installed and worshipped the Sivalinga here to expy
the sin of Brahmahatya. [(Ravana was a Brahmin bein;
the great grandson of Brahma himself.) It is said ﬂ,,‘
Rama fixed an auspicious time for installation and gy
Anjaneya to Mount Kailas to bring a Lingam, by,
Anjaneya could not return in time, Sita herself mag,
Lingam of sand and the worship was over when Anjany
returned with a Lingam from far off Mount Kail
Anjaneya was enraged and tried in vain to remove
Lingam of sand. To pacify Anjaneya, Rama had Anjaneyy
Lingam (Viswalingam) installed by the side of Ramaling
and ordered that all pujas should first be performed f
the Viswalingam brought by Anjaneya. Ramalinga is ot
of the twelve Jyothilingams in India which include Kash
Kedarnath, Somanath, Ujjaini, Omkaram (Narmads
Vaidyanath, Bhimasankaram, Nagesam (Oundh), Thr
yambagam near Nasik, Kurmesam, and Srisailam. Th '
Jyothilingam at Rameswaram installed by Vibhishana isi .
the form of a Spatikalingam by the side of Visalakt

shrine.

Rameswaram is also the name given to the isla®
which is separated from the main land by a narrow st
of sea over which a Railway bridge has been constructt |
between Mandapam and Pamban Railway Stations. Froi -
Pamban, Rameswaram is seven miles in one direct®
(North east) and Dhanushkodi is sixteen miles in anofté
direction (South-east), the former connected by rail. n
a sandy tract and though Rameswaram and Dhanush
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Papavinasa Theertham
Bairava Theertham

Kapi Theertham

Sita Kundam

Mangala Theertham
Anmirthavapi Theertham
Villuranj Theertham
Ranavimochanq Theertham

| Lakshmana Theertham

Rama Theertham
Sugrewa Theertham
Jambava Theertham
Dharma Theertham
Bhima Theertham

' Arjuna Theertham
i Sahadeva Theertham

Nakula Theertham
Hanuma Theertham

‘ Agasthia Theertham

Agni Theertham

' Jatayu Theertham

Dhanushkodi Theertham
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sere once connected by rail along the coast, sand dunes
sovered up the tracks so much and so frequently that the
naintenance of this route had to be abandoned. Even:
10w, one can reach Dhanushkodi from Rameswaram by
boats along the coast, The island is in the form of 2
sonch, one of the two principal weapons in the hands of”
God Vishnu.

Ramanathar Temple

The temple of Ramanatha is the most important place
in the island and almost the entire population of the town
of Rameswaram, except perhaps the fishermen, is depen-
dent on the temple and the pilgrims. Like all ancient.
temples of South India, there is a high compound wall
‘madhil) on all the four sides of the temple premises,

aeasuring about 1.1/3 furlongs (865 ft.) from East to
1 Vest and about one furlong (657 ft.) from North to
outh, with huge towers (Gopurams) on the East and West.
nd unfinished gate towers on the North and South. The
wost striking feature of the temple is that there are long.
orridors in its interior, running between huge columnades
n platforms about five feet high. The junction of the
nird corridor on the west and the paved way leading.
:om the western gopuram to Sethumadhava shrine
orms an unique structure in the form of a chess-board.
ad it is popularly known us Chokkattan mandapam

¢ here the Utsava deities are adorned and kept during.
% 1santhothsavam (Spring festival) and on the 6th day:
. stival in Adi (July-August) and Masi (February and
{arch) conducted by the Sethupathies of Ramnad. The
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-outer set of corridors are reputed to be the longest
‘world being about 400 ft. each in the East apg We
.and about 640 feet each ‘in the North apg S
and the innmer corridors are about 244 feet exj
in East and West and about 352 feet each in Nopy a
‘South. Their width varies from 15.1/2 feet to 17 fe,
‘The main shrine of the temple has also a separate corridy
about 117 feet in the East and West and about 173 e
-on the North and South, with width varying from 1415
feet to 17 feet. The total length of these corridors i thy
.about 3850 feet. There are about 1200 pillars in the oty
-corridors. Their height is about 30 feet from the floor to the
centre of the roof. These pillars form the most impressiy
structure in the temple. All the work is of soft stone ani
-and Mr. Tottenham, who was the Collector of Ramng
‘says, * The characteristic defect of this style is that the
‘buildings produce no great architectural effect cither
internal or external. Rameswaram has this defect exter.
mally. Internally, it does produce a very striking effect
1t is the only Hindu temple that I know that posseses a1
interior at all and architecturally, this is all that therei
to be said for it.”” But one would be struck with wonde
how so much of stone work could be put into the buildings
in those days when facilities for transport of materials and
:construction could not have been easy. Also according
to Hergusson “If it were proposed to select one tempk
‘which should exhibit all the beauties of the Dravidial
style in their greatest perfection and at the same tim
exemplify all its characteristic defects of design, the choict
would almost inevitably fall on that of Rameswaram’
On the whole, the temple in its present form gives tht

CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotri



CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection.

Digitized by eGangotri

oy



CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotri



-
pilgrims an impression of well defined unity of design and
structure,

History of the Temple

The temple was originally a thatched shed in charge
of 2 hermit. The present structure was the work of a
mumber of persons spread over a number of centuries.
The pride of place goes to the Sethupathies of Ramnad.
The existing records show that in the twelfth century,
Parakrama Bahu, King of Ceylon, constructed the Sanctum
Sanctorum around the Moolalinga Visvanath and the
Ambal shrine. In the fifteenth century, Udayan Sethu-
pathy of Ramnad and a Vaisya of Nagoor (ncar Nagapat-
¢inam) built the stone tower which is about 78 feet high
and the compound wall, and a wealthy devotee from
Madurai was responsible for constructing the Ambal
Prakaram. Inthesixteenth century, Thirumalai Sethupathy
duilt a portion of the southern second corridor. His statue
.and that of his son Raghunatha Sethupathy are found by
the side of the southern entrance to the Ambal temple.
They are honoured with flowers every friday night. Later
in the same century, Chinna Udayan Sethupathy Katta
‘Thevar who was a feudatory under Viswanatha Naicker of
Madurai, made some additions including the Nandi-
mandapam. This Nandi is of Sudai (Lime and mortar) work
measuring about 22’ X 12’ X 17°. In the seventeenth century,
Dalavai Sethupathy built a portion of the main eastern
‘Gopuram. Early in the eighteenth century Ravi Vijaya
Raghunatha Sethupathy built the Palliyarai (Sayanagriha)
and the Mandapam in front of the Ambal temple. Later
in the same century, the outer corridor was completed by

2 CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotri
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Muthuramalinga Sethupathy. His statue and those of his
two ministers are found in the northern entrance to tg,
east corridor. Pe
Between 1897 and 1904, the AL. AR. family of Deys, B
kottai completed the imposing eastern tower of nine tiers,
126 feet in height, from Tiruppani funds. Between 1907 pe
and 1925, they renovated the Sanctum Sanctorum and the ©f
Prakaram (inner-most corridor) by replacing the limestones ©b
by black granite with adequate provision for light ang Wi
ventilation and also arranged for the performance of2b
Ashtabandana Kumbhabhishekam on 22-2-1947. The reng. F©
vation of the second Prakaram which has been left °f
unfinished has to be completed ; the gate towers on North *2
and South have to be constructed and the outer corridors
are in need of patch repairs and repainting. Devotees
should avail themselves of this opportunity to serve the
Lord and give their donations to the maximum extent

possible and earn His blessings. o

{111

Worship

The temple is open from about 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. with )r
an interval between noon and 4-30 p.m. There areregular €l
Pujas, six times a day: 11

vi]

5 AM. Thiruvanandal Puja (with Abhishekam)- h

7 AM. Udayakala Puja. en
9 A.M. Kalasandhi Puja. er.
12 Noon Uchikala Puja. jer
6 P.M. Sayaraksha Puja. e
9 P.M. Ardhajama Puja, n.
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i3
& Palliyarai (Sayanagriha) procession of Swami and the
Palliyarai Puja for Swami and Ambal in the Sayanagriha

in Ambal shrine are performed between 9-30 and 10 p. m.
e
s, In addition to these regular pujas at prescribed
7 periods, pujas are also performed by the priests on behalf
o Of individual pilgrims as they come with their tickets
y Obtained from the Devasthanam Office. Pilgrims who
g Wish to offer cash, gold or silver ornaments or other valu-
fable articles should produce them before the temple
. Peishkar who will arrange to have them placed at the feet

of the Lord or Devi as the case may be, and get them
b entered in the temple accounts and issue proper receipts.

Devotees who desire to endow lands or oiher immo-

¥ jable property should contact the Treasurer or Executive

Jfficer of the temple and arrange to have the prescribed

: leeds executed with the approval of the Board of Trustees.
ind legal officers.

Ganges water to be accepted for Abhishekam should be:
h:orought in brass, copper or bronze vessels and such ves-
r els will be accepted on payment of the prescribed fees

jer vessel to the Peishkar. Vessels made of tin or iron
vill not be accepted, but those who bring such vessels
) hould pay for copper or brass vessels available in the
emple and the Peishkar will have the Ganges water trans-
erred to temple vessels after satisfying himself about the-
renuineness of the water. Ganges water, can also-
le sent by post or rail with prescribed fee per vessel and
n additional fifteen paise for acknowledgement. Ganges
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water can be obtained from the temple on paymen,
Re. 1/- per unit of about 1/16 measure besides the Valupn
of the vessels. A hundi box is available at the Ma
entrance to each Sannadhi into which devotees can Nth
their cash offerings. The hundi boxes are opened perjy
dically in the presence of officers and the public and (},

proceeds are taken to the temple account. ta
in

Abhishekams ar

tic

The following Abhishekams are performed at thth
request of pilgrims if they pay the prescribed fees i
advance and take tickets :—

1. Kalasabhishekam (1008, 108)
2. Ubhayabhishekam with Prasadams (3 classes) ;

3. Panchamirtha-Abhishekam ) ov
with Prasadams Wi

; : Ganges water iTl

4. Rudrabhishekam with , supplied from thi,,

Prasadams { o cthanam.

5. Sankhabishekam with Prasa-
dam (1008, 108) J

sa

~ Archapas are of three kinds—Ashtothram (108).
Thrisathi (308), Sahasranamam (1008). A list of Abhishe
kams, Archanas, Utsavas, Sevas etc. is appended. Charge
for each may be ascertained from the Temple Officer.

If payment is made well in advance, Panchamurthi .
Utsavam and Silver Car Procession around the temple, gol
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It“palanquin procession with Ambal, decorations with Muth-
al":;.ngi, gold kavacham etc. can be arranged. The offerer
i will also be honoured with garlands at the conclusion of
Nthe Utsavam. The prevailing schedule of rates for offer of
fiofruits, cocoanuts etc. for fulfilment of vows, Kavadi,
tkmudi, and marriage offerings, cradles etc. should be ascer-
tained from the Devasthanam Office and tickets obtained
in advance. The gold and silver Vahanams in the temple
and jewels can also be seen by pilgrims if advance intima-
tion is given to the Treasurer or the Executive Officer and
ththe prescribed fees are paid.
i
Theerthams

There are 22 holy Theerthams (mostly wells) in
different parts of the temple. Pilgrims should take their
own vessels and rope and draw water out of the wells. No
water should be allowed to go into the wells after bath.

' iThe baths refresh both the mind and the body. The
Wy aters have medicinal properties also besides the mystic
sanctity attached to each of them.

List of Theerthams in the Temple Premises

fl ° 1. Mahalakshmi Theertham (South of the Hanumar
| Temple)
88 2. Savithri Theerthams in the

3. Gayarri }garden behind the
. 4. Saraswathi < Hanumar Temple.
;:: * 5. Madhava Theertham (3rd Prakaram west).

CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotri
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12.

]3'

14,
15.
16.
17.
18,

19.

20,

21,

22,

fad
SIECEO0R-SIE O
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Gandamadhana Theertham

| Wells in the
Gavaksha Theertham l}- el o Madi:f :

ayera Shrin

Nala ! ram—;es(l?)l:d Pra

Neela

ZT]:::_ 2 }Second East Prakaram.

Brahmahathya Yimochana )
Theertham

Soorya Theertham

Chandra Theertham  Wells in the secor

Ganga Theertham north Prakaram,

Yamuna Theertham

Gaya Theertham J

Siva Theertham—Close to the Nandhi
Mandapar

Satyamirtha Theertham—Near the Navasakthi
Mandapar

Sarva Theertham—Inner courtyard of
Rameswaram shrint

Kodi Theertham—Between Visalakshi and Vibhi
shana Lingam or Jothi Lingan

There are also 21 theerthams outside the tempk
-extending from Devipatnam (Navapashanam) and Thiru
pullani (Darbhasayanam) near Ramnad to Mandapas
Pamban, Thangachimadam and Rameswaram. Thougt
they are of great traditional importance many of thes
have not been properly maintained and so most of tif
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vy ‘Pilgrims do not take the trouble of visiting these places.
hyy Several of them are also not easily accessible.
2l

List of Theerthams Outside the Temple

1. Chakra Theertham-alias
(Dharma Pushkarani)—In Devipatnam.
2, Chakra Theertham—In Tirupullani.
3. Papa Vinasa Theertham —In Vethilai Mandapam.
(Mandapam Rly. station near the sea shore).
. 4. Kabi Theertham—A tank in Pamban,

3. Mangala Theertham . Near Thangachimadam,
6. Rana Vimochana }ncar Ekantha Ramar

Theertham ) Temple.
7. Amirthavavi Theertham—Inside Ekantha Ramar

JaL Temple.
i 8. Sugriva Theertham On the way to
an 9. Jambava Theertham } Gandhamadhana

10. Angadha Theertham 7 Parvatha.
it 11. Pandava Theertham alias)

- (Dharma Theertham)

bhi 32, Bheema Theertham N
am 3 ear Gandhama-
: d43. Arjuna Theertham
p 14, Nakula Theertham 1 dhana Parvatham.
i A5. Sahadeva Theertham  J
- 16. Droupadi Theertham Near Bhadrakali
ol A47. Brahma Theertham } Amman Temple.

18. Parasurama Theertham

]
l:m 49. Hanuma Kunta Theertham—North of Rames«

_ waram Templeg
CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotri



14

20. Agasthya Theertham—North East of Rames. ..
waram Temy,
21. Naga Theertham—Inside Ramamandiram, -

‘e,
Y

Sri Sethu

Every pious_Hindu} considers it his primary dutyy::
life to bathe in the Sethu and to offer worship at Ram;:f-,
waram. The bath in the Sethu is considered to i
particularly meritorious and Rameswaram temple is gy :
of the most venerated shrines in India. Rama himsel§

1

el

-y

3
K

understood to have visited the shrine again after gt

Pattabhishekam (coronation). Later, the Pancha Pandays
and Balarama (elder brother of Krishna) also were pilgrimlf_g
10 this shrine of Puranic and historic importance. Himala 5:
to Sethu (Hima Sethu Paryantham) and Kashi to Ramei
waram are well known sayings pointing out the impué#
tance of Sethu and Rameswaram. Among Hindu shring**
in India Badrinath (North), Puri Jagannath (East), Dwan-;-éﬁ
kanath (West) and Ramanath (South) are most famous::
Ramanath alone js a Sivakshetra while the other three arf-_-,-f
Yishnu-kshethras. According to Siva Puranam, Anjaney: ,:
Puranam, Padma Puranam & Ramayanam, Rama install¢; -
¢he.Linga before Sethubandhanam and showed the shrim’:_.-
to Sita when the .Pushpakavimanam carrying them frox.

Lanka to Ayodhya was flying over this Kshethram. In ath’
case, there is no difference of opinion regarding theinstal
lation of the Linga by Sri Rama himself. All devor’

Hindus believe that a bath in the Sethu and worship ¢
Rameswaram will bless worshippers with children. Evtli,,’_
- 10-day people in Rameswaram island do not plough the

.
L

Y4

L
.
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ands with bulls. There are no chekkus (ghanis) for extrac-
ing oil as in other parts of the country.

The chart attached to this booklet shows the various-
[heerthams in the temple premises as well as the various-
ub-shrines inside the temple. Brief notes on each of the:
rincipal sub-shrines are given below.

SHRINES IN RAMESWARAM
Ramanathaswami Shrine

A. This is the Sanctum Sanctorum of Lord Rama-
iatha and contains the Lingam prepared by Sita and
consecrated by Rama. In the front mandapam there
s a canopy under which may be seen the figures
>f Rama, Sita, Lakshmana, Sugriva and Anjaneya
with a Lingam in each hand. Sugriva with his bent
nead and right palm near his mouth seems to be
reporting to Rama presumably about Anpjaneya’s return
with two Lingams. The slabs used in the doorways and
ceiling are long and of exquisite workmanship. The
pillared hall in front is also remarkable and imposing.

There are three other canopies containing under them
figures of Hanuman, Gandhamadhana Lingam and Agas--
thya Lingam, in the front hall.

Viswanatha Shrine

B. To the north of the Ramanathaswami shrineis the
shrine of Viswanatha brought by Anjaneya. Worship:
starts from this shrine on every occasion. =
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Visalakshi Shrine

C. This shrine is dedicated to Visalakshj Arl?i:
consort of Viswanatha. Pujas to this deity a5y "
_ precedence along that of Viswanatha. i

Utsava Idols

D. Among the Utsava idols on the southern side gz
main shrine, that of Nandikeswarar with deer and M
dn two hands and with two hands in worshipping py
-and tail entwined on one thigh is worth seeing,
artistic skill of the silpi (sculptor) who made this;

" is admirable.
ot

Parvathavardhini

E. Thisis the shrine of Ambigai, consort of I
Ramanatha, Itis a separate shrine on the southen
tight hand side of Sri Ramalinga. It is normally belitre
that Ambigai shrines to the right of the main shriney,
Shiva (as in Madurai) have special importance and vJe
o the devotee. There is a Srichakram in this shtk

which is worth seeing and worshipping, fi;
L
Sayanagriha it

E-1. This is in the north-east corner of the Prakstm
around Ambal shrine and the gold idol of the Loxd]
brought here in ceremonial procession every night i
the main shrine of the Lord and the Lord is plactl
the Unjal by the side of the Devi's golden idol. 1
Sayana puja and the early morning puja when the Lofigy
daken back in procession to the sanctum sanctorum:
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sights for the Gods. They are well worth the trouble
A"involved in waiting till late in the night and waking up
O ivery early in the morning.

Perumal Shrine

F. In the north-west corner of Ambal shrine Praka-
coram is Pallikonda Perumal in lying posture with his head
Mifacing the sky.

8 Santhanaganapathi

G. This shrine is in the Kannimoola (south-west
corner) of Ambal shrine.

L Sukravara Mandapam

et H. In this mandapam facing east are eight stone idols

clierepresenting the eight Lakshmis (Adi Lakshmi, Santhana

intY akshmi, Gaja Lakshmi, Dhana Lakshmi, DhanyaLakshmi,

| wJaya Lakshmi, Iswara Lakshmi and Veera Lakshmi). In

shithe eight pillars in the north of this mandapam are the
figures of Manonmani, Mahendri, Koumari, Rajarajeswari,
Lakshmi, Kali, Chamundi and the Dwarapalika. On
the southern pillars are Dwarapalika, Sivadurga, Manon-

ksmani, Vageeswari, Sethupathy Kadamba Thevar, Pra=

ordhani, Bhuvaneshwari and Annapoorna.

o

ced Mahaganapathi Shrine

1 7. Theidol of Ganapathi here is that of the Lord

Olwith whose worship the Kala pujas invariably begin.

m
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Subrahmanya Shrine b

I
J. Karthikeya or Subrahmanya in South India i8 inyqu

ably associated with his consorts Devasena and Valj; i
many women pilgrims from the north do not offer woy3a
at this shrine as it is said that in some parts of Iyne
people consider Muruga as a bachelor of bewitclsl
beauty. 1t was with great difficulty that Mrs, May]gpri
could be persuaded to offer worship here when she acegec
panied Mr. Mavlanker (First Speaker of our Parliamen:

during his visit to this holy temple. Mg
40

Treasury Room ;a'

al

K. In this room situated in the north-east corner ofiN«
second corridor which is well guarded both day and nijer
by armed policemen are kept all the ancient and valuha
jewels and ornaments and precious articles. The pilgito!
can arrange for a view of them on payment of fees wellie2
advance, o

VO
Sethumadhava Shrine ';*
118

L. Thereis a legend attached to the deity in this shring
situated behind the main shrine in between the sccobil
and third outer corridors. Once upon a time whenthe

Pandiya King Punyanidhi, who was ruling in Madutthe
started on a pilgrimage to Sethu and on his way rested fal
Gandhamadhana Parvatha and after worshipping Ramvc
linga performed a Yaga to please Vishnu. To testls
devotion, Lord Vishnu sent Lakshmi in the form ofde
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yrphan. The king who had no daughters took pity on her
ind took her into his protection and both he and his
wgueen Vidyavathi looked after her very well. Lord
i Jishnu in the form of a typical old Brahmin devotee with
n>anges water in two pots in a Kavadi over his shoulder
Ipnd an umbrella and fan in his hands, Vibhuthi and Rudra-
csham, dropped clandestinely into the nandavanam of the
aprincess and held her hand. The ladies-in-waiting repor-
yed the matter to the king and he had the old man chained
mnd imprisoned inside the Rameshwara temple. Inthe
light the king dreamt that the old man was in reality
_ord Vishnu with his foster daughter by His side as
_akshmi. He woke up and went to see his foster
laughter. He saw the same sight in her chamber also.
ofNext morning he took the princess to Rameswaram
nijemple and saw Vishnu in chains. He repented for his
whasty action. His penitence was genuine and Lord Vishnu
gitomforted the King by saying that the chains were in
ellieality emblems of the chain of love and devotion he bore
o Him and Lakshmi, and so He said He and Lakshmi
yould stay in the same place, He (bearing the name Sethu-
nadhava) with the chains and Lakshmi by his side. He is
150 known as Svethamadhava as the idolis made of white
hrinarble (Svetha=white). The Lord also ordained that
cobilgrims who after a bath in Sethumadhava Theertham
1 thearby worship Him and Lakshmi will be blessed with all
uihe fruits of a holy bath in Sethu and that those who with
Jiand from Dhanuskodi perform pujas in His presence
anvould acquire all the merits of Kashi Yatra. Rameswaram
tls thus a great place]of pilgrimage for Vaishnavite

f devotees also.
CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotri
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Ramalinga Prathista

M. In the North-western corner of the glorioug g, 2
corridor, there is a symbolical representation of Ramgj;
Prathista by Rama, Sita and Lakshmana with Anjgg0t
in front holding the Lingas brought by him and the 0&'
members of the Rama Pattabhishekam party, Sugry
Vibhishara etc. It is worth seeing. A nomina] fee

collected from visitors. $

Nataraja Shrine

N. At the north-eastern corner of the world famy J
outer corridor is Nataraja shrine. There are a numberdn
other idols including one of Vishnu in this shrine, Tt
Nataraja idols here are Jarger than those normally foupo
in many temples. There are also two other idols¢
Nataraja in the north-east part of the innermost corri
around the principal Swami shrine. For one of ther
there are no matted locks on either side of the face 2

demon Muyalaka is lying face upwards and legs backward :}

d
Anjaneya Shrine |

0. At the main eastern entrance into the temple onth
right side is Anjaneya shrine facing south. He is paints 2
red and a Vaishnavite is in charge of pujas in this shrin¢%
Holy water and Tulsi are distributed as prasadams besidt*®
red chandan. The second Lingam brought by Anjanep™
from Mount Kailas is kept in the corridor of this shrine:
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Anuppu Mandapam

op P- This is the first mandapam adjoining the maim
fance leading to the flag staff and Nandimandapam:
aough the outer corridor.

oth
griv Mahalakshmi Shrine

3
Q. This shrine dedicated to Goddess Mahalakshmi is-
the left of the Anuppumandapam.

Kalyana Mandapam

me; R. This is the most spacious hall in front of Ambal
edne where the marriage festival is celebrated in the
Tnth of Adi (July-August). Religious discourses and.
owortant functions are also held here.

IS ¢

ride Nandi Mandapam

hea
@ 5 The Nandi here is made of lime and mortar and its

_2is rather very large. On either side of Nandi are figures.
Viswanatha Naicker and Krishnama Naicker of”
durai. The flagstaff is behind Nandi.

. Gandamadhana Parvatham
1

nt¢ T. This is a storeyed mantapam on a sandy elevation:

ineut a mile and a half west of Rameswaram temple con-

ited by a good road. There is Ramapadam in this

ey e From the top of this building a beautiful vtew of”
e, town and portions of the island can be had.
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Sri Kothandaramar Temple

U. This is a fine temple dedicated to Rag
about 5 miles from Rameswaram. It is said that Wi
shana’s surrender was accepted at this place andy
his preliminary Pattabhishegam by Lakshmana wgy,
performed here. During the Ramalinga Pratishty fes|
at Rameswaram in June-July, the Utsavar idol ofa,
from Rameswaram is brought here in gold Kedayay
Vibhishana’s coronation after Ravanavadham at Thitt;
in Rameswaram bazaar on the previous day. Nexty
coronation day, the Ramalinga Pratishta festivpu
celebrated at Rameswaram. 08

ti
Sri Vinayagar Temple, Dhanushkodi s

V. The only temple connected with Rameswaran™
Dhanushkodi is a temple dedicated to Vinayaga. AP
the damage caused by the washing out of Dhanushk €

village, the idols are preserved at Rameswaram. [d‘
St

Festivals 3si

A list of festivals is attached. The major festi
are Meaha Sivarathri (February-March), Ani Ramali
Prathishta (Jurie-July), Adi Thirukkalyanam (Marris I
July-August) and the floating festival on Thaippoos;
{January-February) night in Lakshmana Theertham a thg,
on the western side of the temple. During Ardig
dayam and Mahodayam coming off once in several y¢_
Panchamoorthies (Vinayaka, God, Goddess, MuruS‘“Pj
Chandiswara) will be taken to Dhanushkodi I®

‘Theerthavari. 53“]
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m Rest Houses

Y A list of rest-houses available in Rameswaram is
""npended. The temple rest-houses are well maintained
%id the staff will render all assistance to pilgrims for
_‘R‘:'eir stay and worship.

an
tay
to After the pilgrimage to Rameswaram, the pilgrims
vipuld go to Thiruppullani or Darbhasayanam (Adi Sethu)
oastal village about 7 miles from Ramnad railway
tion. There is a Vishnu temple here sung by Alwars,
| 5 one of the 108 Divyadesams dedicated to Vishnu as
agesWwaram dedicated to Siva, This is considered to be
Al Place where Rama lay on a bed of Darbha grass. Onee
it Ocean God not appearing promptly, Rama got angry,
dued him and secured his aid for putting up Sethu. It
Iso the place where Rama held his war council before
3sing the ocean.

Thiruppullani or Darbhasayanam

stit : :
ali Devipatnam or Navapashanam

T It is another coastal village where 9 stoneg installed
0Rama in the Sea represent the nine planets (Nava-

lu\as). It is about ten miles from Ramnad. There is
a Devi shrine in this village.

yel
i,Pilgrimage to Rameswaram and Sethu will be deemed
e complete only after a visit to Ramalinga Vilas

lalow in the palace belonging to Sethu%at%y in
3 CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotrj
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Ramnad, which contains the stone on which the o0"
Sethupathy is said to have been crowned by jor
himself. The Sethupathies have been connectey?©
Rameswaram from the earliest days. Pandiya KingP"
the Sethupathies frechold rights in the coastal am!’t
all the Sethupathies have looked upon Rameswara aﬂ::

i ity.
guardian deity .

Management

Till 1883, a succession of Vellala® hermits w
charge of the temple. When their line became ex
the District Judge, Madurai, took over and managy
temple through a Receiver. Subsequently unde
XX of 1863, Managers were appointed by the Cor
some time and finally in 1912, a scheme was framd
the Sub-Judge of Ramnad under which a Commit
five persons with a term of five years was constitutel
special representation was given to Sethupathy of Rar
and a member of the AL, AR. family. The schem:
since been modified and a Board of Trustees und
Madras H. R. and C. E. Act of 1959 has been mat
the temple with an Executive Officer of the grad
Deputy Collector at present.

No employee of the temple has any vested fif
any office or emoluments.

Income

The income of the temple has been adversely aﬂ'

C®9. IawdhEegistatiotectoft Dimswedonsistsoamainly of
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giowance, produce from lands still in the ownership of the

: Rnple, Kattalais and offerings from devotees and sale
aceeds of tickets for Sevas. The average income of
5 OUt Rs. 5 lakhs annually is hardly sufficient to maintain
; temple satisfactorily. Donations and endowments will
thankfully received by the Dzvasthanam and all donars
1 also earn the blessings of Lord Ramanatha and Devi
rvathavarthini.

Gajajinam, Soolakapala Panim
W Jatadharam Chandrakalavathamsam
Umapathim Kaalagalam Trinethram
el Sri Ramanatham Sirasa Namami.

o
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LIST OF SEVAS

: Abhishekams

1. Sahasra Kalasa abhishekam.
2. Ashtothra Kalasa abhishekam.

3. Sankabhishekam (1008-Sangu).

: Do. Neivedyam.
™, 4, Sankabhishekam (108 Sangu).
Do. Neivedyam.

5. Rudrabhishekam.

6. Ubhayabhishekam - (Ordinary abhishegam 1
usual variti

78 Do. do. I Clx
8. Do. do. 11I Clss

9. Milk Abhishekam (including cost of cow’s mi

10. Rose water abhishekam—including cost of!
water—Small bottle / Big bottle.

11, Spatikalinga Abhishekam Dharshan—DPer het
12. Do. do. (for a family off
! 13. Gangabhishekam for each vessel.

Note : Vessel will e taken by the Devastht

_ Ganges water is sold in the Templt
CC-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotri
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Archanas
1. Sahasranama Archanai to Swami now in Koti
Archanai Series.
2. Do, to Ambal and other Deities,

Neivedyam for this Archanai is compulsory
and ranges from Rs. 2 to Rs. 9.

3. Ashtothra Archanai to Sri Ramanathaswami.

4. Do. to Sri Ambal and other Deities.
5. Thrisathi Archanai.
Do. Neivedyam—Payasam.

6. Panchamukha Archanai (excluding pooja articles).

7. Harathi.
8. Offering Garlands—ticket for each gerland.

e UTHSAVAMS

1. Silver Car procession.
s 2. Panchamoorthi Uthsavam,
m 3. Thanga Pallakku Uthsavam for Ambal—In gold
palanquin around the 3rd corridor.

4. Decorating Ambal in palanquin (without pro-
cession).

3. Decorating Ambal with Muthangi.

fft 6. Adorning Sri Ramanathaswami (Moolavar) with
Gold Kavacham. L

7. Adorning Moolasthana Ambal with Gold Kava-
cham.
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MISCELLANEOUS

1. Rudra Japam Ticket per head,
(for those who perform Japam at the temp

2. Ganga Pooja inside the temple.

(for those who perform the pooja inslg
temple premises). .

3. Seeing Thiruvabbaranam-Jewels, for a fap)
exceeding 5 persons. (At the conveniencs g o
Devasthanam authorities).

4. Secing Gold and Silver Vahanams foray
not exceeding 10 persons.

ANINMTTATYT EESTIVAT

Note :—The charges for each of thed

items may be ascertained from the D&
thanam Office.
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Besides the above there are monthly, fortnightly,
weekly and special festivals as mentioned below.

1. Monthly:—Krithika days: God Subrahmanya
(Kartikeya) comes round the four car streets in His Silver
Peacock vehicle during the nights between 9 and 10 p.m.

2. Fortnightly :—Pradosham days: God Rameswar
comes round the 3rd corridor in His gold Rishabha
Vahanam between 5 and 6 p.m.

3. Weekly :—Friday festival: Goddess comes round
the 3rd corridor every friday night in Her gold palan-
quin after 9 p.m.

4. Special festivals :—There will be Panchamurthi
. Utsavam on the following days:

(1) Sankaranthi Day—The_first day in the month
Pushya.

(2) Chaitra New Year’s Day in the month of
Chaitra.
(3) Mabakrithikai—Thirukarthikai Day.

(4) Floating Festival : Panchamurthi Utsavam in
the Pournami of the Pushyam month.

There will be an ordinary festival on Vaikunta
Ekadasi Day to Sri Rama and on Sri Rama
Navami Day also.

During the New Moons in the months of Pushya
and Ashada, {Godj; Kothandarama goes to
Dbanushkodi Holy Bathing Ghat on His
Garudavahana for Theerthavari.
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TEMPLE REST HOUSES

Easr Car Street, (with ‘elexy
lights and tap)- |

Thiruppani Bungalow, East: Car Street, (w'r"
electric lights and tap).

South Rest House (3), (with electric lights g
tap).

. Vilankollai Rest House (2), (with electric ligh

and tap).

. Manubhai Dharmasala (6), North Car Street (wi

electric lights).

OTHER REST HOUSES (open to all)

. Mahabir Dharmasala near Railway Statiu

(Rooms with electric lights and taps).

. Thanjavur Raja Choultry in West Street.

Ramnad Raja Choultry in West Town Gate (Wi
electric lights).

. Venkataraya Choultry in West Car Street (¥l

electric lights).

. Jaffna Choultry in North Car Street.

Ramkumar Choultry in West Car Street.

. Thiruppanandal Kasi Math in East Sanoid

Street (with electric lights).
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FOR NORTHERNERS CNLY

Dhoodhwala Dharmasala managed by Ganga-
dhara Pithamber Panda in Railway Feeder Road'
(with electric lights).

Bensilal Abrichand Dharmasala in West Street
(with electric lights).

Gujarathi Choultry in North Car Street (with
electric lights).

Ahalyabai Choultry in East Sannadhi Street (with
electric lights).

Ahmedabad Sait Manikchand Govandas Choultry
in West Street (with electric lights).

Raja Sivabuksh Bagla Choultry in West Street
(with electric lights).

Mirzapur Binnani Choultry in Middle Street
(with electric lights). :

Bhagavandas Bagla Choultry in Thittakudi for
Kashmiris.

Jammu Choultry in Middle Street for Kashmirls.

FOR ANDHRAS
Chitrakanthiah Dhwivasalu Choultry in Varthakar -
Street.

Arangiah Chettiar Choultry in Varthakar Street.
Vijayawada Sundu Venkata Reddy Choultry in:
Varthakar Street.

Karlapadi Shyamala Ammal Choultry in West
Street for Andhras and Vysyas.
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FOR OTHERS

4. Arya Vysya Choultry in West Street for A

Vysyas. |
2. Reddiar Matam in West Street for Reddiars,
3. Nadar Choultry in New Street for Nadars,

4, Paramakudi Ayyasami Chetliar, Choultry in W,
Car Street for Kasukara Chettiars.

5. Nagarathar Viduthi in South Car Street
Nagarathars.

6. Madurai V. S. K. Muthurama Iyer Choultryi
* East Car Street for Saurashtra Brahmins.

7. Kusalara Choultry in South Car Street for Sa
rashtra Brahmins.

8. Udipi Narasimha Rao Choultry in North G
Street for Udipi Brahmins.

9. Kasi Matam in Middle Street for Konka
Brahmins.

Religious and literary works in which referent
has been made to Ramesvaram
and Sethu.
Rig Veda.
Thaithriya Sambhita or Krishna Yajur Veda.
Valmiki Ramayana,
Adhyathma Ramayana,

® P

>
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22,
23.

24,

25.

26.

35
Ananda Ramayana.
Kamba Ramayana.
Tulsi Ramayana.
Agneya Purana.
Bhagavatha Purana,
Padma Purana.
Siva Purana.
Kurma Purana.
Skanda Purana.
Markandeya Purana.
Brahmanda Purana.
Matsya Purana.
Manu Smrithi.
Galava Smrithi.
Gowtha Smrithi.

Devala Smritai.
Marichi Smrithi.
Parasara Smrithi.

Thiru Gnanasambandar Thevaram..-

Appar Thevaram.

Sekkilar’s Periapuranam.

Arunagtrmathar Thiruppugal.
C-0. Jangamwadi Math Collection. Digitized by eGangotri
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21.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.

36

Thayumanavar Padal.

Arunachala Kavirayar’s Sengs.

Vedanta Desigar’s Dayasatakam.

Venkatadri’s Viswagunadarsan,

Paranjothi Munivar’s Thiruvilaiyadarpuranay, |
Thevaiyula by Chokkanatha Pulavar.

Sethupuranam by Niramba Alagiya Desigar e

BHARATHI VIJAYAM PRESS, MADRAS-J.
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