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Supplementary Issue to PALLAVI  #  76 

SRIMAN NARAYANEEYAM 

DHASAKAM # 10 



Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
 

SRIMAN NARAYANEEYAM 
  
By the Grace of Lord Guruvayoorappan (the Indweller of all beings), Dashaka 10 of Sriman Narayaneeyam, 

continues thus: 

 

Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 1 
 

Ûɮ¾ȓĔÉ ÛκÐxÍÔÙɨjÎ ÕÛĕŢÞɟÏɟ-ÏĞÕɨÅ×ɨȑÑØÞȗÅȒĕ¾Ù ÅɠÛÏɭßɟÑn ] 
ĦÎɟĦÑȕȑÑ ÕȕȻßÖ×ɟȑÑ ÍÎɟ ȑÍØĤÃɟɰ ÅɟȑÍɰ ÖÑȓĥ×ȑÑÛßɟÑθÒ ÏɭÛÕɭÏɟÑn ̂`̂  
 
|qÒ¸d ƓĈqǩfvĜfiƔ{nu(S)fƓĈiĜq¹¼lsufuƔ-fƔ½{iuĜb{kuhÍlÆíb¹_vnĈbÑq{fƔtu»ĈŤ 
ÆfuƓÆæhÍĈè ĜítjkuhÍĈffuƓĈfvlǮau½ĈbufÑǩjåÅkhÍqtuhiÌĈ{fƔq{iĜfuƔ»ĈŤŤĈęĘ-ęĈŤŤ 
 
De-notation: 

ŗŷĶŰ ȴ '|qÒ¸d ƓđĈ-ĈO Lord of Vaikuntha loka!; ŗŬňƈŅ-ōœ9 -Ĥņ 'qǩfvĜfiƔ{nu(S)fƓđĈ-Ĉwhose strength had         
enhanced then; ŎŗŅž-ƬśūŇūŅž 'iĜq¹¼lsufuƔfƔđĈ- by Brahmanôs grace; ĤʿźșźŬŉ9 'S½{iuĜb{kuhÍđĈ- the 
lotus born; ĤśŲĽŅž ŬĶœ 'SlÆíb¹_vnđĈ-Ĉcreated it is said; ĽůŗŇŶŜūŉž 'bÑq{fƔtu»đĈ-Ĉbodies for jivas; 

ΉņūŉűŬŉ 'ÆfuƓÆæhÍđĈ-Ĉthe non-moving entities; ŎűƚŜŏŐūŬŉ 'èĜítjkuhÍđĈ-Ĉwhich grow on the earth; 

Ņņū ŬŅőˬūƁ ĽūŬŅƁ 'ffuƓĈfvlǮau½Ĉ bufÑǩđĈ-Ĉand animals, birds and its varieties; ŏŉŰ̆-ŬŉŗŜūŉž-ĤŬŋ 
'jåÅkhÍqtuhiÌđĈ-Ĉand also human beings ; ŇŶŗŎŶŇūŉž '{fƔq{iĜfuƔ»đĈ-Ĉand various divine beings. 

 
Purport: 

 

O Lord of Vaikuntha loka! By Brahmanôs grace, the lotus born whose strength had enhanced then     

created, it is said, bodies for jivas, the non-moving entities which grow on the earth and animals and 

birds and its varieties and also human beings and various divine beings. 

 

Indication: 

 

Who is the creator? 

 

Dashaka 9 ï ñBrahmaôs enquiry and creationò revealed to us that Lord Brahma upon being created by Brah-

man for the purpose of creating ñjivasò in the three realms, was eager to find the source of his existence 

through his intellect and fails in that effort. Then, Lord Brahma, with the grace of the indwelling Brahman, 

ceaselessly contemplates on ñWho am óIô?ò and enters Samadhi (absorption with Brahman) and experiences 

that the entire creation (including himself) is in reality - Brahman. This process of enquiry followed by Lord 

Brahma, that ultimately led to the merger of his individual óIô with the universal Brahman, will also lead hu-

man beings to self-knowledge.  

 

What is creation?  

 

Creation for each living being is limited to what can be perceived by such living being. Living beings are those 

whose bodies (matter) are the residing places of the jiva (energy). The different classes of living beings created 

by Lord Brahma are (i) trees; (ii) animals; (iii) birds; (iv) human beings and (v) divine beings.  
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Each of them have different cognitive abilities and states of existence. Creation is perceived by the different 

kinds of living beings according to their cognitive abilities and the state of their existence. Human beings      

perceive creation through their five senses whose abilities are different depending upon the state of their        

existence. In the waking state, all the senses of human beings directly perceive creation whereas in the dream 

sleep state, the past impressions of such perception are indirectly perceived by the mind and in the dreamless 

sleep state, creation is not perceived either directly or indirectly.  Similarly, other living beings perceive       

creation as per their capabilities of perception and according to their states of existence, and this may differ 

from human beings. For instance, Yoga Vashista in Chapter 6 of  Nirvana Prakarana (Topic on self-

realization) states that ñeven beasts will have in their dream the reflections of objects which their minds have 

cognized in the waking state, through sight or hearing.ò 

 

Who are the divine beings? 

 

The divine beings are those carriers of jivas who, with the grace of the indwelling Brahman, recognize that 

they, in reality are carriers of Brahman or the abode of Brahman (Vaikunda loka) and as a consequence,     

Brahman themselves. This realization is bound to happen for each of the constituents of creation, viz., (i) trees; 

(ii) animals; (iii) birds; and (iv) human beings, at some point in time, as proclaimed by Nammazhwar in 

gunukÌl fvÄqÌk iÌliºf½ĈĐFour thousand divine verses) |qÒºf½Ĉ çÒqàĈ j¸eqǩĈ
qÌfv{kĈĐentering Vaikunta is every earthlingôs right & destiny!!) and further in fvíqu¾zjupvĈĐThe    
Divine Word of Mouth) SqlqǩĈqÌfvqpvĈS|dkĈgv»mh{l Đeach one is destined to experience that 
absolute Brahman without fail) noted in Dashaka 7, Sloka 4. The Kaushitaki Upanishad, forming part of Rig 

Veda at Book 4 states that "Lord Indra was weaker, when there was no experience of self-knowledge of      

Brahman. Once Lord Indra experienced self-knowledge, he     became independent, sovereign and victorious"; 

similarly, continues Kaushitaki Upanishad, "human beings who experience merger with Brahman gain         

independence, sovereignty and are unaffected from all sufferingsò.  

Thiru Valluvar in his Thiru Kural (The Divine Couplets) echoes this when he states that divine beings are 

those who know that only the body is susceptible to suffering and are not therefore distressed thus: 

Un²_½ĔĈWd½çĈUÜ½|i²ÒĈY»ðĔĈ_n²_¹|f² 
|_kumu²Ĉz_uÂoufu½Ĉ{jÁĖ 
Knowing that the human body is the target for sufferings, 

Divine ones are not distressed by sufferings. 

 

Can human beings be divine beings? 

Human beings are intrinsically divine beings. However, the stumbling block that prevents human beings from 

realizing this truth is the lack of self-knowledge (jnana) also known as self-ignorance (ajnana). This is          

attributable to the fact that all sense organs of human beings are designed to perceive the outside world. This 

makes the mind (being the receiver of the sense perceptions) extroverted (bahir-mukha) that leads to duality or 

the divide between óIô (insider) and others (outsiders). Not letting the mind go out, but retaining it inside 

makes the mind introverted (antar-mukha) and makes the óIô (insider) which is the source of all thoughts,        

go away. With the death of the óIô (insider), the distinction between the illusive insider óIô and outsiders dies a 

natural death, resulting in the perception of only Brahman in all of creation, as noted in Dashaka 9, Sloka 1. 

 

Essence: 

What are the bodies created for jivas? 

The bodies created as the abode of jivas also include divine beings, that are those human beings who have real-

ized through self-knowledge that nothing other than Brahman, exists in creation. 

 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya:  
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Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 2 

 

εÖĖ×ɟŐßɟȒĦÖÖȑÍØɟÀθÛ¾ɨÒÕɠȑÍ-ØáɟÑÛȗȒĕÍεÖȑÍ ÒďÃθÛÐɟɰ Þ ÞȗĥʨÛɟ ] 
}ǥɟÖÍɟÖÞÒÏɟÎxθÛÐɟÑÏȕÑ-ĦÍɭÑɭ ĕÛÏɡ×ÃØÌĦÖØÌɰ θÛÜȓʬĘ×ɮ ̂â  
 
jv¹Ɠku²ƔltuÆjvjfvlu_ƔqÌ{_uiiÐĜfv-lµcuhÄí¹fvjvfvĈi¶aqÌfuĜ½ĈsĈÆíÅ·quĈŤ 
W¹ƔfuƔjfujsifuƔǩfƓqÌfuĜhá Ɣh -Æ{f{hĈ¹qfÑƔkaleÆjle½ĈqÌǭx¹Ɣ¹Ĝ|kĈŤŤĈęĘ-ĚĈŤŤ 
 
De-notation: 

Ŭŏɘū-ĥƢŜ (jv¹Ɠku²ƔltđĈ- misconception; ĤƯ̊ŏŬŅ-őūĸ (SÆjvjfvlu_ƔđĈ- egoism, attachment; ŬŗĶźŋ-ŎůŬŅ: 

(qÌ{_uiiÐĜfvđĈ- anger and fear; ĤȐūŉŗŲŬɃŏž-ĦŬŅ (SµcuhÄí¹fvjvfvđĈ-Ĉeffects of self-ignorance, these; 

ŋȞŬŗňūƁ (i¶aqÌfu½đĈ-Ĉof five kinds; ś śŲΈȧū (sĈÆíÅ·quđĈ-ĈLord Brahma having created; Ĩɜūŏ-Ņūŏś-

ŋŇūņƈ-Ŭŗňūŉž-ĤŇűŉ: (W¹ƔfuƔjfujsifuƔǩfƓqÌfuĜhĈáƔhđĈ- and repenting for having created these ex-
tremely dull qualities; ŅŶŉŶ ({f{hđĈ-Ĉresorted to ; ɓŇůŐ-Ļőń-̛őńƁ (¹qfÑƔkaleÆjle½đĈŹĈon Brahmanôs 
lotus feet contemplation; ŬŗŘŰŇžɭŷ (qÌǭx¹Ɣ¹Ĝ|kđĈ-Ĉfor self-purification. 

 

Purport: 

 

Lord Brahma having created these effects of self-ignorance (Ajnana) of five kinds, viz., misconception, 

egoism, attachment, anger and fear and repenting for having created these extremely dull qualities 

(tamas),  resorted to contemplation on Brahmanôs lotus feet for self-purification.  

 

Indication: 

 

What is self-ignorance (Ajnana)? 

 

Patanjaliôs Yoga Sutra defines avidya (ignorance) in sutra 2.5 as ñanityashuchiduhkhanatmasu Nityashuchisu-

khatmakhyatiravidyaò and Swami Vivekananda translates this sutra thus: ignorance is to consider non-

eternal, impure, painful, and non-Brahman as rank opposites, viz., eternal, pure, happy and Brahman.  
 

Self-knowledge (jnana) is the experience of the eternal truth that I AM BRAHMAN. Self-ignorance (Ajnana) 

on the other hand, is the lack of that experience I AM BRAHMAN and also having the wrong experience that I 

AM NOT BRAHMAN. This is due to the five-fold effect of ajnana namely, (i) misconception, (ii) egoism, (iii) 

attachment, (iv) anger and (v) fear.  

 

Self-ignorance can be overcome by self-purification, that is by contemplating (smarana) incessantly on the    

lotus feet of the indwelling Brahman. Srimad Bhagavatham (verse 4.24.52) provides the remedy to overcome 

ajnana (self-ignorance) through jnana (self-knowledge) 

 

Ajnana TimirAndhasya JnanaAnjana Shalaakaaya 

Chakshur Unmilitam Yena Tasmai Sri Gurave Namaha 

 

To the one who removes ignorance by applying the ointment of knowledge 

To the one who opens the eyes, salutations to that divine Guru (indwelling Brahman) 
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What is misconception (mithyagraha)? 

All Upanishads declare ñAll that is there, is indeed Brahmanò, meaning thereby Brahman is the only eternal 

truth of our existence. Yet this reality is conditioned, like a warped mirror, by time, space, and causation. The 

vision of reality is further obscured by wrong identification by the human beings with their body, mind, and 

egoism rather than the underlying Brahman. This original misperception (mityagraha) creates more ignorance 

and pain in a domino effect, that is, identifying with the body and mind, human beings fear disease, old age 

and death; suffer from egoism, anger, hatred, and attachment.  

What is egoism? 

Patanjaliôs Yoga Sutra defines ñegoismò (sutra 2.6) as ñdrigdarshanashaktyorekatmatevasmitaò that is,       

egoism is the identification of the seer (indwelling Brahman) with the instrument of seeing (body-mind 

or óIô). 

 

The Mundaka-Upanishad explains egoism profoundly through a parable thus: The body is a tree because it 

can be felled. Its roots are high in the holy Brahman and its branches are low in the body, mind and the senses. 

Its duration cannot be definitely ascertained and therefore it is called Ashvattha (i.e., not dependable), the holy 

fig tree. Its stay is coeval with ajnana and therefore indeterminate. As the jivas require the body for               

experiencing the results of their past actions, it is said as the kshetra (field). In this dwelling place, there live 

two birds, namely the individual óIô and the universal Brahman who are respectively the experiencer (óIô) and 

the unconcerned witness (Brahman). Until the óIô merges with Brahman, egoism will be alive. So far as egoism 

subsists, misconception, attachment, anger and fear will also exist. 

 

What is attachment? 

Patanjaliôs Yoga Sutra defines ñattachmentò (sutra 2.7) as ñsukhanushayi raagahò that is, attachment is that 

which dwells on pleasure and ñaversionò (sutra 2.8) as ñduhkhanushayi dveshahò that is aversion 

(which is another form of attachment) is that which dwells on pain. Attachment results in                     

misconception, egoism, anger and fear. Thirumoolar in his Thirumandiram (verse 320) states that human       

beings by eschewing attachment and aversion and becoming non-attached (neither attached nor detached), can 

overcome ajnana and become divine beings.  

 
gÜøgv»Ĉmuǩ²ÒĈS»mvĈcuhé½ĈUÁ|n 
gÜøgv»Ĉmuǩ²ÒĈgl_é½ĈUÁ|n 
gÜøgv»ĈmuǩgÁnĈ{fqí½ĈTqǩ 
gÜøgv»ĈmuǩqpvĈguå½gv»Ĉ{m{h. 

 

Without non-attachment, there is no knowledge, 

To those who are non-attached, there is no hell (or process of re-birth), 

Those who are non-attached, become divine beings, 

In the noble fellowship of the non-attached, óIô too stand. 

 

What is anger? 

Anger arise due to fear, attachment, egoism and misconception. In Srimad Bhagavad Gita (verse 2.63), Lord 

Krishna explains the after-effects of anger thus: 

 

krodhad bhavati sammohah sammohat smrti-vibhramah 

smrti-bhramsad buddhi-naso buddhi-nasat pranasyati 

 

From anger arises delusion and from delusion, bewilderment of memory; when memory is bewildered, 

intelligence is lost; and when intelligence is lost, one falls into self-ignorance. 
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Thiru Moolar in his Thiru Mandiram (verse 1890) states that bodily evils like anger are not found in human 

beings merged with Brahman. 

 

S³_uǩĈiavë½ĈSquø½ĈzqÒoÍë½ 
f³_uǩĈavqhÚĈkuǩaǫl¹fv|d¼ 
ziu³_uǩĈçqh¹à½Ĉç¸eÌkĈ{nu_¹à½ 
f³_uǩĈavq|h¹Ĉf|n¼iÜĈqu{l.  

 

Gnawing hunger, greed and anger 

These evils, Siva's devotees possess not 

Neither in the world below nor in the world above 

They remain ever engrossed in seeking Siva and Siva alone 

 

What is fear? 

Brihadaranyaka Upanishad states that ñthere is fear only from the secondò. Fear arises due to misconception, 

egoism, attachment and anger towards the second. When human beings realize that the entire creation is just a 

mental projection - since the creation is not there for the one who does not perceive it through the mind ï they 

experience that the human body is really made up of mind and this cosmic universe is also just a bundle of    

ideas. Everything that is experienced becomes a particle of the mind. When this realization occurs, there is no 

longer any ñsecondò. Upon realization, when in samadhi (absorption with Brahman), everything merges into 

the indescribable reality, and when not in samadhi, everything is experienced as emanations of that great light 

which is Brahman. Experiencing Brahman everywhere, the fire of knowledge burns everything that appears to 

be non-Brahman. At peace with everything, the realized soul no longer experiences any fear, for there is no 

ñsecondò. 

How to overcome self-ignorance and its five-fold effects? 

Self-ignorance and its five-fold effects viz., misconception, egoism, attachment, anger and fear, can be over-

come through self-purification. Self-purification is to contemplate on Brahman and with the grace of the       

indwelling Brahman, make the individual óIô merge with the universal Brahman. Thiru Moolar in his Thiru 

Mandiram (verse 1624) states thus: 

 
\Ü³_vĈgv|nziÀmĈø¹fjǩĈWÂo½ 
gÜ³ÒqĈfvÁ|nĈgjåj³Ĉ_vÁ|n 
UÜ½|ië½ĈUÁ|nĈUlu¼i_ÁĈUÁ|n 
iÜ½ik»ĈUÁ|nĈiÀðqÌ·Ĉ{duǩ²{_  
 

The heart of the holy trembles not in fear, 

All passions stilled, it enjoys calm unruffled; 

Neither is there death, pain, night or day, 

Nor fruits of action to experience  - for the renunciate. 

 

Essence: 

 

What is the cause and effect of self-ignorance? 

The cause of self-ignorance is the five-fold effect of misconception, egoism, attachment, fear and anger. This 

vicious cycle can be broken through self-knowledge arising out of self-purification.  
 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
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Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 3 

 

ÍɟÛÍn ÞÞÅx ÖÑÞɟ ÞÑ¾ɰ ÞÑęÏɰ Õȕ×9 ÞÑɟÍÑÖȓȑÑɰ Ã ÞÑĕ¾ȓÖɟØÖn ] 
Íɭ ÞȗȒĥÈ¾ÖxζÌ Íȓ ÍɭÑ ȑÑ×ȓč×ÖɟÑɟ-ĦĕÛĕÒɟÏÕȒĆÍØεÞ¾ɟ ÅÀȗßȓÑx ÛɟÌɠÖn ̂b̂  
 
fuq¹ssǩbĈjhsuĈsh_½Ĉshºf Ɣ½ĈèĜkÆshufhéhÍ½ĈaĈsh¹Òjul½ĈŤ 
{fĈÆíÅÚ_ǩjeÌĈàĈ{fhĈgvëµkjuhu-Æ¹q¹iufƔiĜ²fvlsv_uĈb²ƔítxǩhĈqueÑ½ĈŤŤęĘ-ěĈŤŤ 
 
De-notation: 

ŅūŗŅž śśĽƈ ŏŉśū 'fuq¹ssǩbĈ jhsuđĈ-Ĉthen Lord Brahma created from his mind; śŉĶƁ śŉɻƁ 
'sh_½Ĉ shºf Ɣ½đĈ-ĈSanaka, Sananda; ŎűŐ9 śŉūŅŉŏŰŬŉƁ Ļ śŉȻŰ ŏūőƁ 'èĜkÆshufhéhÍ½Ĉ aĈ
sh¹Òjul½đĈ-Ĉalso Sanatana Sage and Sanat-kumara; ŅŶ śŲŬ˺ĶŏƈŬń ŅŰ '{fĈÆíÅÚ_ǩjeÌĈàđĈ-Ĉthey, 
in the job of creation; ŅŶŉ ŬŉŐŰșŏūŉū9 '{fhĈgvëµkjuhuđ - though asked to engage; ɓŅž-ŋūŇ-ŎŮǃ-őŬśĶū 
'Æ¹q¹iufƔiĜ²fvlsv_uđĈ-Ĉwho were immersed in devotion to Brahmanôs feet; ĽĸŲƞ9 -ŉ ŗūńůŏž 
'b²ƔítxǩhĈqueÑ½đĈ-Ĉdid not heed the words. 

Purport: 

 

Then Lord Brahma created from his mind Sages Sanaka, Sananda, Sanatana and Sanat-kumara. They, 

who were immersed in devotion to Brahmanôs feet, though asked to engage in the job of creation, did 

not heed the words.  

 

Indication: 

Who are the four sages created by Lord Brahma? 

When the individual óIô merges with the universal Brahman, that individual óIô will transcend the normal states 

of existence, that is, waking state, dream sleep state and dreamless sleep state and ascend to the transcendental 

fourth state (turiya). In that state of transcendental existence, creation is not possible due to the absence of óIô 

as noted in Dhasaka 8, Sloka 3. Creation is possible only during the waking state, that is, when the óIô becomes 

awake. Immediately upon waking up from the transcendental state or dreamless deep sleep state, there will be 

silence for a moment, before the faculties of the individual óIô fully awakes to perceive the world. During that 

moment, it is possible to behold Brahman in the waking state also. Similarly, Lord Brahma wakes up from   

Samadhi (absorption with Brahman) and beholds Brahman in all its glory for a moment and creates from his 

mind during that moment, Sanaka (ancient), Sanatana (eternal), Sanandana (ever joyful) and Sanatkumara 

(ever young) - the names of these sages so created refer to the divine attributes of Brahman.  

 

What did these four sages do? 

The four sages learnt the Vedas at a very young age and became great jnanis, yogis and Siddhas (the perfect 

enlightened ones). The sages remained as children (in nature) due to their spiritual virtues. They practiced the 

vow of renunciation (Sannyasa) and permanent abidance in Brahman (Brahmacharya).  

 

In ñTalks with Sri Ramana Maharishiò (Talk 9), when queried about the similarities between the Sage and a 

child, the Maharishi explained thus: 

 

Questioner: Why is it said in scriptures that the Sage is like a child?  

 

Maharishi: A child and a Sage (Jnani) are similar in a way. Incidents interest a child only so long as 

they last. It ceases to think of them after they have passed away. So then, it is apparent that they do not 

leave any impression on the child and it is not affected by them mentally. So it is with a Sage. 
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The Shanti Parva book of the Mahabharata describes the discourse given by the four sages to the demon 

king Vritra and his guru, sage Shukra. The king and his guru worshipped the sages and then sage Shukra 

asked them to describe about Brahman. The sages described Brahman as the creator and destroyer of all beings 

and equated parts of the universe and its elements to the various parts of the body of Brahman.  

 

The Bhagavata Purana narrates the visit of the four sages to the court of King Prithu. The king worships the 

sages and asks about the way of emancipation (moksha) for all people who are caught in the cobweb of     

worldly affairs. The sages tell the King that Brahman is the refuge to all and that Brahman grants liberation 

from the cycle of births and rebirths. One should be freed from the desire for material objects, live a simple life 

of non-violence and devotion of Brahman and follow the teachings of the Guru (the indwelling Brahman) and 

undergo Self-realization. One should realize that all living things are forms of Brahman. Without devotion and 

knowledge, human beings are incomplete. Out of four purusharthas ("goals of life"), only moksha is eternal, 

while the other three, viz., dharma (religious duty), artha (wealth) and kama (pleasure) decay with this life. 

While all bodies get destroyed, the Self within is eternal for the one who surrenders to Brahman. 

 

The four sages roamed all over the universe, with their cosmic powers. Finally, they arrived at Vaikuntha-loka, 

the abode of Brahman. This city of Brahman, located at the center of seven circular walls is considered as the 

place of bliss and purity. It has seven gates of entry - being the creation, human body, senses, thoughts, 

memory, intelligence and egoism. The four sages passed through the first six gate without any hindrance and at 

the seventh gate were overpowered by the sense of victory (Jaya) and the resultant sense of accomplishment 

(Vijaya), the two door-guards to the portals of Vaikunta-loka. The sages overcame this last and very difficult 

vestige of egoism, with the grace of the indwelling Brahman, and merged the individual óIô with the universal 

Brahman residing in Vaikunta-loka (that is, the garba graha or core center of energy within the human body). 

 

What did these four sages do? 

Since the four sages ascended the transcendental fourth (turiya) state, they were unaffected by self-ignorance 

(Ajnana) and its five-fold effects, viz., misconception, egoism, attachment, anger and fear. They ever remained 

in self-knowledge and continued to abide incessantly with Brahman. The power of self-ignorance lost its      

vitality before self-knowledge. Since these sages acquired self-knowledge before they were afflicted with self-

ignorance, they did not have the raw material for the perception of creation. This resulted in there being no    

creation perceived by these sages. 

 

Essence: 

 

When is creation perceivable by human beings? 

Perception of the creation is possible for human beings only if they are afflicted with self-ignorance and its 

five-fold effects of misconception, egoism, attachment, anger and fear. 

 

 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
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Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 4 
 

ÍɟÛÍn Ţ¾ɨÒÖȓȏÏÍɰ ŢȑÍȻęÐÍɨjĦ× ťȕÖĘ×ÍɨjÅȑÑ ÖȗÊɨ ÕÛÏɭ¾ÏɭÜ9 ] 
ÑɟÖɟȑÑ Öɭ ¾ȓȻ ÒÏɟȑÑ Ã ßɟ θÛȎØďÃɭ-ĕ×ɟÏɩ ȻØɨÏ η¾Ù ÍɭÑ Þ ȻşÑɟÖɟ ^ĉ  
 
fuq¹¼l{_uiéfvƔf½Ĉ¼lfvíºfĜ{fu(S)ÆkĈ¼Ĝj¹Ĝk{fu(S)bhÍĈ½í{duƔĈiĜq{fƔ_{fƔǭĜĈŤ 
gujuhÍĈ{jĈÒíĈifuƔhÍĈaĈtuĈqÌǪ¶{a-¹kuzf¢ƔĈí{lufƔĈ_vnĈ{fhĈsĈí¹ƔlhujuĈŤŤĈęĘ-ĜĈŤŤ 
 
De-notation: 

ŅūŗŅž 'fuq¹đĈ-Ĉthen; ƬĶźŋŏž-ĨŬŇŅƁ '¼l{_uiéfvƔf½đĈŹĈfrom the anger which arose in him; ƬŬŅƚɾŅ9 
'¼lfvíºfĜ{fuđĈ- and which was suppressed; Ĥ  ̝ƯűŏɭŅ9 '(S)ÆkĈ ¼ îj¹ k{fuđĈ- from the middle of 
the eyebrows; ĤĽŬŉ ŏŲł9 'SbhÍĈ ½í{duƔđĈwas born compassion; ŎŗŅž-ĮĶ-ŇŶŘ9 'iĜq{fƔ_{fƔǭ đĈ-Ĉwho 
was a part incarnation of Brahman; ŉūŏūŬŉ ŏŶ ĶŰ ƚ 'gujuhÍĈ {jĈ ÒíđĈ-Ĉprovide me with names; ŋŇūŬŉ Ļ 
'ifuƔhÍĈ ađĈ-Ĉand abodes; Ŝū ŬŗŭőȞ 'tuĈ qÌǪ¶{ađĈ- O Lord Brahma; ĦŬŅ-ĥŇŻ ƚőźŇ '¹kuzf¢ƔĈ
í{lufƔđĈ- thus at once he cried out; ŬĶœ ŅŶŉ ś ƚƩŉūŏū '_vnĈ {fhĈ sĈ í¹ƔlhujuđĈ-Ĉbecause of that he 
came to be known as one who cries out. 

Purport: 

 

Then, from the anger which arose in him and which was suppressed, from the middle of his eyebrows 

was born compassion (Mrida), who was a part incarnation of Brahman. At once he cried out thus, ñO 

Lord Brahma, provide me with names and abodesò. Because of that, he came to be known as one who 

cries out (Rudra). 

 

Indication: 

 

How to overcome self-ignorance and its five-fold effects? 

Self-ignorance and its five-fold effects viz., misconception, egoism, attachment, anger and fear can be        

overcome by self-knowledge. The key to self-knowledge is compassion (Mrida), another attribute of Brahman. 

 

What is compassion? 

Compassion is equanimity or the feeling of oneness with others. Srimad Bhagavad Gita in verse 6.29 explains 

the nature of compassion in two different ways: (i) ñsarva-bhȊtastham ǕtmǕnaἂò that is, ñbeholding      

Brahman in all beingsò; and/ or (ii) ñsarva-bhȊtǕni chǕtmaniò that is, ñbeholding all beings in Brahmanò 

thus: 

 

sarva-bhuta-stham atmanam sarva-bhutani chatmani 

ikshate yoga-yuktatma sarvatra sama-darshanah 
 

The true yogi, merging their individual óIô with the universal Brahman, beholds with equanimity, all    

beings in Brahman and Brahman in all beings. 
 

Thus, the nature of all beings is Existence, Knowledge and Bliss (Brahman). It is this vision or enlightenment 

that is the source of real compassion. Compassion is inherent in all human beings whereas self-ignorance and 

its five-fold effects are external obstacles to the manifestation of compassion. With the grace of the indwelling 

Brahman, when compassion dawns, the external obstacles arising out of self-ignorance are neutralized without 

any effort.  
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Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa way ï What am óIô? 

I said to Keshab Sen that he would not be able to realize Brahman without renouncing the ego. He said, óSir, in 

that case I should not be able to keep my organization together.ô Thereupon I said to him: óI am asking you to 

give up the óunripe egoô, the ówicked egoô. But there is no harm in the óripe egoô, the óchild egoô, the óservant 

egoô, the óego of Knowledgeô. The worldly manôs ego, the óignorant egoô, the óunripe egoô, is like a thick stick. 

It divides, as it were, the water of the ocean of Satchidananda (Existence, Knowledge, Bliss). But the óservant 

egoô, the óchild egoô, the óego of Knowledgeô, is like a line on the water. One clearly sees that there is only one 

expanse of water. The dividing line makes it appear that the water has two parts, but one clearly sees that in 

reality there is only one expanse of water. 

 

Sri Ramana Maharishi way ï Who am óIô? 

You must distinguish between the óIô, pure in itself, and the óIô-thought. The latter, being merely a thought, 

sees subject and object, sleeps, wakes up, eats and thinks, dies and is reborn. But the pure óIô is the pure being, 

eternal existence, free from ignorance and thought-illusion. If you stay as the óIô, you being alone, without 

thought, the I-thought will disappear and the delusion will vanish forever. In a cinema-show, you can see     

pictures only in a very dim light or in darkness. But when all the lights are switched on, the pictures disappear. 

So also in the flood-light of the supreme Brahman, all objects disappear. 

 

Why was Lord Rudra created by Lord Brahma? 

The four sages who were free of self-ignorance and its five-fold effects were always merged with Brahman 

and could never perceive creation. When the dual aspects of anger and compassion arose in Lord Brahma. 

Lord Rudra was born. Lord Rudra was perceived by Lord Brahma from the middle of the eye-brows as a com-

bination of anger and compassion. 

Who is Lord Rudra? 

The name Rudra has two root words: RU (roar or howl) and DRA (the superlative most). So Rudra means 'the 

most severe roarer or howlerô. In the Rig Veda (verse 10.92) Lord Rudra is stated to have two natures, one 

wild and cruel (rudra) representing anger, and another kind and tranquil (shiva) representing compassion. The 

Rudras reside in the human body as rudra-prana (vital air) and when the vital air leaves, the human body dies 

along with its self-ignorance but the surviving self-ignorant human beings cry at such death. Hence Lord      

Rudra is called óthe one who makes the self-ignorant cryô. However, the self-knowledgeable, always in bliss, 

continue to be blissful even when their human body or some other human body dies.  Hence Rudra is also 

called óthe ever blissfulô (shiva). 

 

Chapter XVI of the Krishna Yajur Veda in Taittirǭya SaἄhitǕ contains Sri Rudram Namakam (Salutations 

to the Ferocious Divine Being) that captures the nature of Lord Rudra in the first three verses of Anuvaka 1 as 

anger that subsumed into compassion thus: 
 

]½Ĉg{juĈi_q{fĈí¹luk 
gjÆ{fĈí¹l-j»kqĈW{fufĈUr{qĈgjĢĈ 
gjÆ{fĈSÆà Ĉf»q{hĈiutx¼kuĈéfĈ{fĈgjĢ  
 
Oh! Lord Rudra! My salutations to your anger and also to your arrows. 

My salutations to your bow and to your two hands. 

 

kufĈUrxĢĈsvqfjuĈsvq½ĈièqĈ{fĈfåĢĈ 
svquĈslÄkuĈkuĈfqĈfkuĈ{guĈí¹lĈ½ídku 
 
Oh! Lord Rudra! By favour of your arrow, bow, and quiver, which have shed their anger and turned              

auspicious, please render us happy. 
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kuĈ{fĈí¹lĈsvquĈfæ-l{_uliuiĈ_usvhÑĈ 
fkuĈgÆ-fåquĈsºfjkuĈ_vǪsºfuiÌau_ǧtv  
 
Lord Rudra, you who dwell on Mount Kailas and who confer happiness, by that form of yours which is not 

terrible, which will not injure us, and which is highly auspicious, behold and illuminate us. 

 

What is the significance of the middle of the eyebrows? 
The Sandilya Upanishad in the Atharva Veda (verse 50 to 53) contains an interesting conversation between 

Sage Sadilya (the disciple) and Sage Atharvan (the master) wherein the master explains the significance of the 

third eye in the middle of the eyebrows for subduing the Prana and stop the inherent tendencies or vagaries of 

the mind thus: 

 

50. When the eye of consciousness (the spiritual or third eye) becomes calm and clear so as to be able 

to distinctly see the transparent Akasa (space) at a distance of twelve digits from the tip of the nose, 

then the fluctuations of Prana are stopped. When the thoughts arising in the mind are bound up in the 

calm contemplation of the world of Taraka (third eye) between one's eyebrows and are thus destroyed, 

then the fluctuations of Prana cease. 

 

51. When knowledge which is of the form of the knowable, which is beneficent and which is un-

touched by any modifications arises in one and is known as OM only and no other, then the fluctua-

tions of Prana cease. 

 

52. By contemplation for a long time of the Akasa which is in the heart and by the contemplation of the 

mind free from Vasanas (inherent tendencies), the fluctuations of Prana cease. 

 

53. By these methods and various others suggested and by means of the contact with many spiritual 

masters, the fluctuations of the Prana cease. 

 

Thus, the effect of the rudra-pranas that give rise to the óIô thought or egoism can be eradicated by enquiring 

through the third eye or the inner eye as to Who am óIô? and realizing that the indwelling Brahman is the real 

óIô thereby merging the illusive óIô with the real óIô. 

 

Essence: 

 

What is the pre-requisite for the perception of creation? 

At least one out of the five aspects of self-ignorance is required in some degree - for the perception of creation. 

 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
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Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 5 

 

¤¾ɟÏÜɟħÛ×Í×ɟ Ã θÛεÕęÑȼÒɰ Ȼşɰ θÛÐɟ× Ïȑ×Íɟ ÛȑÑÍɟĤÃ ÏĕÛɟ ] 
ÍɟÛęĕ×ÏĕÍ Ã ÒÏɟȑÑ ÕÛĕŢÌȓęÑ9 Ţɟß ŢÅɟθÛØÃÑɟ× Ã ÞɟÏØɰ ÍÖn ̂d̂   
Z_ufƔǭuÇqkfkuĈaĈqÌiÌĜ»hîi½Ĉí¹Ɣl½ĈqÌfuĜkĈfƔkÌfuĈqhÍfuǮaĈfƔ¹¹quĈŤ 
fuqº¹kfƔ¹fĈaĈifuƔhÍĈiĜq¹¼lÞ»h ĜĈ¼lutĈ¼lbuqÌlahukĈaĈsufƔl½Ĉf½ĈŤŤĈęĘ-ĝĈŤŤ 
 
De-notation: 

ĮĶūŇŘ-ĥ̨ŐŅŐū 'Z_ufƔǭuÇqkfkuđĈ-Ĉwith eleven names; Ļ ŬŗŬŎʂ-ƛŋƁ 'aĈqÌiÌ»hîi½đĈ-Ĉand        
different forms; ƚƩƁ ŬŗňūŐ 'í¹Ɣl½Ĉ qÌfuĜkđĈ-Ĉto Lord Rudra giving; ŇŬŐŅū9 ŗŬŉŅū9 -Ļ Ňɓū 'fƔkÌfuĈ
qhÍfuǮaĈ fƔ¹¹quđĈ-Ĉand also giving eleven dear wives; ŅūŗŮɴ-ĤŇɃ Ļ ŋŇūŬŉ 'fuqº¹kfƔ¹fĈ aĈ
ifuƔhÍđĈ-Ĉand as many abodes; ŎŗŅž-ƬńŰʂ9 'iĜq¹¼lÞ»h đĈ-Ĉimpelled by Brahman; ƬūŜ ƬĽū-ŬŗőĻŉūŐ 
'¼lutĈ¼lbuqÌlahukĈađĈŹĈLord Brahma requested for the creation of beings; Ļ śūŇőƁ Ņŏž 'aĈsufƔl½Ĉ
f½đĈ-Ĉto him humbly. 

Purport: 

 

Lord Brahma, impelled by Brahman, giving to Lord Rudra with eleven names and different forms and 

also giving eleven dear wives and as many abodes, requested humbly to him, for the creation of beings.  

 

Indication: 

 

What are the eleven names and forms of Lord Rudra? 

The Vishnu Purana narrates the form of Lord Rudra as Ardhanari (half masculine and half feminine). Rudra 

split into masculine and feminine aspects. The masculine aspect split into eleven Rudras. They are named as 

Manyu, Manu, Mahinasa, Mahan, Siva, Rtudhvaja, Ugraretas, Bhava, Kama, Vamadeva and Dhrtavrata. The 

feminine aspect split into eleven Rudranis. They are named as Dhi, Vrtti, Usana, Urna, Niyuta, Sarpis, Ila, 

Ambika, Iravatl, Sudha, and Diksa. 

 

What are the eleven abodes of Lord Rudra? 

The Brihadaranyaka Upanishad states that there are eleven Rudra and Rudrani couples in the human body, 

ten representing the ten vital energies (rudra-prana) and the eleventh representing the ego or óIô thought. The 

ten vital energies are (a) Prana; (b) Apana; (c) Vyana; (d) Udana; (e) Samana; (f) Naga; (g) Kurma; (h) 

Devadatta; (i) Krikala and (j) Dhananjaya.  
  
What is Prana? 
Prana supplies the human body with essential oxygen that flows from the nostrils to the heart. It is associated 

with the heart and organs of respiration together with the muscles and nerves that activate them. It is the force 

by which the breath is drawn inside.  
 
What is Apana? 

Apana influences the lower part of the body from the navel to the soles of the feet. Apana governs the          

abdominal region and provides energy for the large intestine, kidneys, anus and genitals. It is concerned with 

the expulsion of waste from the body and expels the breath.  
 
What is Vyana? 
Vyana pervades the whole body, regulating and controlling all movement and coordinating the other pranas. 

It acts as the reserve force for the other pranas. Vyana flows through the nerve channels of the human body. It 

has an effect upon the whole body and particularly on the nerves.  
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What is Udana? 

Udana governs the neck and head activating all the sensory receptors such as eyes, tongue, nose and ears. 

Udana also harmonize and activates the limbs and all their associated muscles, ligaments, nerves and joints 

and is responsible for erect posture of body, sensory awareness and the ability to respond to the outside world. 

It is with the assistance of Udana that the astral body separates itself from the physical body. A strong Udana 

eases death. 

 

What is Samana? 

Samana is located between the heart and the naval. It activates and controls the digestive system: the liver,    

intestines, pancreas and stomach for transformation. On the physical level this relates to assimilation and      

distribution of nutrients. On an evolutionary level it relates to expansion of consciousness. 

 

What is Naga?  

Naga through burping and belching removes blockages of Prana and Apana and prevents formation of air 

pockets in the digestive system. Other functions of Naga include triggering of the vomit reflex due to indiges-

tion and dissolving air-blockages of Samana. 

 

What is Kurma? 

Kurma through the blinking function in the eyes controls opening and closing of the eyelids. The energy of 

Kurma is active during waking state and is revitalized during sleep. Kurma protects the eyes from the            

penetration of foreign bodies.  

 

What is Devadatta? 

Devadatta by the yawning function expels air, reducing tiredness arising due to certain foods. 

 

What is Krikala? 

Krikala through the sneezing function clears blockages in the respiratory system. Sneezing releases energy 

blockages in the head and neck.  

 

What is Dhananjaya? 

Dhananjaya resides close to the heart and influences the whole body and in particular the muscles of the heart 

by opening and closing the heart valves.  

 

What is the significance of these rudra-pranas? 

The movement of these rudra-pranas in the human body are the reason behind lurid thoughts to arise in the 

mind. When thoughts arise in the mind, óIô thought or egoism also arises. When the rudra-pranas are subdued, 

there are no thoughts, no mind and resultantly no óIô thought or egoism. When this last vestige of egoism is 

subdued, merger of the individual óIô with the universal Brahman happens. 

 

Essence: 

 

How Lord Rudra created bodies for beings? 

Lord Rudra creates bodies for being by perceiving creation (matter) with ten vital energies (rudra-prana) along 

with the ego or óIô thought.  

 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
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Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 6 

 

ȻşɟεÕÞȗĥÈÕ×Ïɟ¾ȗȑÍȻşÞɰÁ-ÞĞÒȕ×xÖɟÌÕȓÛÑŝ×ÕɠÍÃɭÍɟ9 ] 
Öɟ Öɟ ŢÅɟ9 ÞȗÅ ÍÒĤÃØ ÖʦÀÙɟ×ɭ-ĕ×ɟÃĥÈ Íɰ ¾ÖÙÕȕÕxÛÏɡȎØÍɟĕÖɟ ̂ê   
í¹ƔluiÌĜÆíÅdi ĜkfuƔ²ífví¹Ɣls³_ Ĝ-s½èǩkjueuç Ĝqh¹lkiÐĜf{afuĜĈŤ 
juĈjuĈ¼lbuĜĈÆíbĈfiǮalĈj³_Ɣnu{k-¹kuaÅdĈf½Ĉ_jnèĜǩiĜqfÑƔǪfu¹juĈŤŤĈęĘ-ĞĈŤŤ 
 
De-notation: 

ƚƩ-ĤŬŎśŲ˺ 'í¹ƔluiÌĜÆíÅdđĈJ Lord Rudra's creation; ŎŐŇ-ĥĶŲ ŬŅ-ƚƩśƁĹ  'iĜkfuƔ²ífví¹ƔlĈs³_ĜđĈ- 
of fierce looking hosts of Rudras; śʺűŐƈŏūń-ŎŰŗŉƧŐ 's½èǩkjueuçĜqh¹lkđĈ- filling up the three worlds; 
ŎůŅ-ĻŶŅū9 'iÐĜf{afuđĈ-Ĉgetting frightened by them; ŏū ŏū ƬĽū9 śŲĽ 'juĈjuĈ¼lbuĈÆíbđĈ-Ĉdo not procre-
ate any more beings; Ņŋ9 -Ļő 'fiǮalđĈ-Ĉdo enquiry; ŏĺžǶūŐ 'j³_ƔnukđĈ- for the welfare of all; ĦŬŅ-ĥĻ  ˺
ŅƁ ĶŏœŎű9 'U¹kuaÅdĈf½Ĉ_jnèĜǩđ - thus said the lotus born to him; ŎŗŅ-ħŭőŅūɍū 'iĜqfÑƔǪfu¹juđĈ-Ĉ
by Brahman being prompted from within. 
 

Purport: 
 
Lord Rudra's creation of fierce looking hosts of Rudrasô filling up the three worlds; the lotus born being 

prompted from within by Brahman, was frightened by them, thus said to him ñdo not procreate any 

more beings, do enquiry for the welfare of allò. 

 

Indication: 
 
What are the hosts of bodies created by Lord Rudra? 

The categories (Ganas) of bodies (Bhutas) that was perceived by the anger aspect in Lord Rudra included host 

of ghosts classified as ten rudra-pranas, viz., Bhutas, Pretas, Pramathas, Guhyakas, Dakinis, Pisacas,        

Kushmanda, Vetalas, Vinayakas and Brahma-rakshasas. These are the ten vital airs (rudra-pranas) in the     

human body that creates the óIô - thought or egoism, blocking the access to self-knowledge. 

In talk 612 of Talks with Sri Ramana Maharishi, the sage has this to say on the ghost that prowls in the human 

body. 

Maharishi: They are the ego. If the ego goes they go with it. The ego is itself unreal. What is the ego?       

Enquire. The body is insentient and cannot say óIô. The Self is pure consciousness and non-dual. It cannot say 

óIô. No one says, óIô in sleep. What is the ego then? It is something intermediate between the inert body and the 

Self. It has no locus standi. If sought for, it vanishes like a ghost. You see, a man imagines that there is ghost 

by his side in darkness; it may be some dark object. If he looks closely at the dark object, the ghost is not to be 

seen, but a tree or a post is identified. If he does not look closely the ghost continues to strike terror. All that is 

required is only to look closely and the ghost vanishes. The ghost was never there. So also with the ego. It is an 

intangible link between the body and Pure Consciousness. It is not real. So long as one does not look closely it 

continues to give trouble. But when one looks for it, it is found not to exist. Like, in a Hindu marriage        

function, the feasts continue five or six days. A stranger was mistaken for the best man by the brideôs party and 

they therefore treated him with special regard. Seeing him treated with special regard by the brideôs party, the 

bridegroomôs party considered him to be some man of importance related to the brideôs party and therefore 

they too showed him special respect. The stranger had altogether a happy time of it. He was also all along 

aware of the real situation. On one occasion the groomôs party wanted to refer to him on some point. They 

asked for him. He scented trouble and made himself scarce. So it is with the ego. If looked for, it disappears. If 

not, it continues to give trouble. How it is to be looked for is learnt from those who have already done so. That 

is the reason why the Master is approached. 
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When fright about óegoismô arises? 

When there is an outpouring of grace from the indwelling Brahman, fright that is good, strikes the mind of the 

human being. The human being gets concerned about the ocean of mundane existence that is very hard to 

cross; the waves of infatuation that beat high against the banks of bad thoughts, causing trees of fortitude to 

fall; the breeze of egoism that blows forcibly and makes the ocean rough and agitated; the crocodiles in the 

form of anger and hatred that roam fearlessly and the eddies in the form of the ideas ñI and mineò that whirl 

incessantly; the innumerable fish in the form of censure, hatred and jealousy that swim about freely. When    

introspection sets in, fear about wasting this precious lifetime engaging in trifle activities triggers distaste for 

the mundane existence leading to self-introspection resulting in Samadhi (absorption) with Brahman as the    

final experience.  

 

What is the result of such fright about óegoismô? 

When there is fright in the mind concerning the ocean of mundane existence that is so fierce and terrible, with 

the grace and compassion of the indwelling Brahman, self-knowledge dawns. When self-knowledge dawns, it 

will be crystal clear that Lord Rudra (the indwelling Brahman) is the only agasti (destroyer) for self-ignorance 

and its five-fold effects of misconception, egoism, attachment, anger and fear. This self-knowledge erases self-

ignorance totally, and as a consequence, also the fright that arose about this mundane existence. Thereupon, 

arises a firm conviction that Lord Rudra (the indwelling Brahman) is the boat that will safely take the          

individual óIô across the illusive ocean of mundane existence and merge the individual óIô with the universal 

Brahman, resulting in the experience of Existence-Knowledge-Bliss (Brahman). So, enquiry starts.  

 

The contrasting attributes of Lord Rudra (the indwelling Brahman) of being ñthe terribleò as well as ñthe     

compassionateò is brought out in verse 21 of Chapter IV in Svetasvatara Upanishad thus: 

 

Some being afraid approach the indwelling Brahman, 

Thinking that the indwelling Brahman is the unborn, 

Lord Rudra! (The Terrible One!) Deign to protect me!! 

By that benevolent face (The Compassionate One!) 

 

What is the result of enquiry? 

When there is enquiry as to óWho am I?ô, there is self-knowledge and when there is self-knowledge, there is no 

perception of creation at all. Brahman that is immanent in all the various names and forms of creation, gets re-

vealed in all its glory. Then, there is only abidance in Brahman as all the various names and forms in the uni-

verse are experienced as suffused with Brahman and not perceived as mere creation (matter). Then, such di-

vine beings do not perceive creation any more, but continue with the enquiry, for the welfare of all. 

 

Essence: 

 

What is the process to experience self-knowledge? 

 

Being frightened by the various forms of ghosts that lurks in the human beings as the óIô thought, self-

introspection ensues resulting in self-knowledge and the perception of creation, as Brahman. 

 

 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
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Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 7 

 
ÍĦ×ɟÎ ÞÀxØεÞ¾Ħ× ÖØɡκÃØȐŝ-ĦÍŝɟιÂÀØɟ9 ŎÍȓÖȓȑÑ9 ÒȓÙß9 ÒȓÙĦĕ×9 ] 
yʦÀɟÏÅɟ×Í ÕȗÀȓĤÃ ÛεÞĥÉÏàɩ ŬɠÑɟØÏĤÃ ÕÀÛÑn ÕÛÏɰȑőÏɟÞ9 ̂f̂   
fÆkufƓĈsǩ_Ɣlsv_ÆkĈjǫavl¹Ǫ-Æf¹lu³_vƔluĜĈ²làéhÍĜĈçnt ĜĈçnÆ¹k ĜĈŤ 
S³_uƔfƔbukfĈ¼ĜíÒƔǮaĈqsvÅdƓfƔz¯¢Ĉúhulf ƔǮaĈiĜ_Ɣq»ĈiĜqfƔ³²ĜǪfuƔs ĜĈŤŤĈęĘ-ğĈŤŤ 
 
De-notation: 

Ņ -̝Ĥņ 'fÆkufƓđĈ-Ĉthereafter, from him; śĸƈ-őŬśĶ ̝'sǩ_Ɣlsv_ÆkđĈ-Ĉwho was intent on creation; 

ŏőůŬĻ9 -ĤŬƧ9 'jǫavl¹Ǫđ - Marichi, Atri; ŅƧ-ĤŬĺĸőū9 'Æf¹lu³_vƔluđĈ-Ĉand also Angiras; ƠŅŰŏŰŬŉ9 ŋŰœŜ9 
ŋŰœ9̐ '²làéhÍĈçnt ĈçnÆ¹k đĈŹĈsages Kratu, Pulaha, Pulastya; ĤǾūŅž-ĤĽūŐŅ 'S³_uƔfƔbukfđĈ-Ĉ
from his body were born; ŎŲĸŰ9-Ļ ŗŬś˽-ŇǕŻ '¼ĜíÒƔǮaĈqsvÅdƓfƔz¯¢đĈ-Ĉalso Bhrigu, Vasishtha and 

Daksha; Ƴů-ŉūőŇ9 -Ļ 'úhulfƔǮađĈ-Ĉand Shri Narada; Ŏĸŗŉž 'iĜ_Ɣq»đĈ-ĈO Lord!; ŎŗŅž-ĤƁŬƣ-Ňūś9 
'iĜqfƔ³²ĜǪfuƔs đĈ-Ĉwho is devoted to Brahmanôs lotus feet. 

Purport: 

 

Thereafter, from him, who is devoted to Brahmanôs lotus feet, who was intent on creation, from his body 

were born sages Marichi, Atri, Angiras, Kratu, Pulaha, Pulastya, Bhrigu, Vasishtha, and Daksha and Shri 

Narada. 

 

Indication: 

 

Who were created by Lord Brahma thereafter? 

When Lord Brahma became non-attached and devoid of both anger and compassion, there was self-

knowledge. Lord Brahmaôs perception of creation changed. Now Lord Brahma perceived the omniscient    

Brahman in all beings. This new perception resulted in perception of creation with the full realization that what 

is created or perceived as creation are all Brahman. From this perspective, Lord Brahma created from out of 

his body ten self-realized sages, namely, Marichi, Atri, Angiras, Kratu, Pulaha, Pulastya, Bhrigu, Vasishtha, 

and Daksha and Shri Narada.  

 

Who are the ten self-realzied sages? 

Self-realized sages are born in each manvantara (period of mankind). A manvantara is a unit of time within 

a kalpa (day of Lord Brahma). There are fourteen manvantaras in a kalpa, each separated by sandhyas 

(connecting periods). In the first manvantara called the Svayambhuva manvantara, the first born self-realized 

sages were Marichi, Atri, Angiras, Kratu, Pulaha, Pulastya, Bhrigu, Vasishtha, and Daksha and Shri Narada. 

These self-realized sages perceived the creation as Brahman and merged with Brahman. 

 

Essence: 

 

How is creation perceived by the self-realized sages? 

All beings in creation are perceived by the self-realized sages as Brahman. For the self-realized, nothing other 

than Brahman exists. 

 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya:  
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Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 8 
 

ÐÖɟxȏÏ¾ɟÑεÕÞȗÅęÑÎ ¾ÏxÖɰ Ã ÛɟÌɠɰ θÛÐɟ× θÛκÐØʦÀÅÞɰ¾ȓÙɨjÕȕÍn ] 
ĕÛʬÔɨκÐÍɮĦÞÑ¾ÏàÖȓ¿ɮĦÍÑȕÅɮ-ȻʬÔɨκÐÍĤÃ θÛØØɟÖ ÍÖɨ θÛÖȓďÃÑn ̂ĝ  
 
fĜǩjufvƔ_uhiÌĜÆíb»hf ƓĈ_ǩfƔj½ĈaĈqueÑ½ĈqÌfuĜkĈqÌfvĜl³_Ɣbs³Ò{nuĐSđèĜ¹ĈŤ 
¹q¹Ɣ{iuƔfvĜ|fĜĈsh_f Ɣ̄ é|_ ƓÆfæ|b -í¹Ɣ{iuƔfvĜfǮaĈqÌllujĈf{juĈqÌé¶a»ĈŤęĘ-ĠŤ 
 
De-notation: 

ňŏƈ-ĥŬŇĶūŉž-ĤŬŎśŲĽŉž 'fĜǩjufvƔ_uhiÌĜÆíb»đĈJ Dispenser of justice and others having created; Ĥņ ĶŇƈŏƁ 
Ļ 'hfƓĈ_ǩfƔj½ĈađĈ-Ĉand also Kardama; ŗūńůƁ ŬŗňūŐ 'queÑ½ĈqÌfuĜkđĈ-Ĉthen after creating Goddess     
Saraswati; ŬŗŬň9 'qÌfvđĈJ Lord Brahma; ĤǾĽ-śƁĶŰ œ9 -ĤŎűŅž 'l³_Ɣbs³ÒĈ{nu(S)èĜ¹đĈ-Ĉwas afflicted by 
desire; ɓŅž-ōźŬňŅŷ9 - '¹q¹Ɣ{iuƔfvĜ|f đĈprompted by Brahman; śŉĶ-ŇǕ-ŏŰķŷ9 'sh_f Ɣ̄ é|_ Ɠđ - 
Sanaka, Daksha and others; ŅŉűĽŷ9-ĨɡźŬňŅ9 -Ļ 'fæ|b -í¹Ɣ{iuƔfvfǮađĈ-Ĉby his own sons enlightened; 

Ŭŗőőūŏ 'qÌllujđĈ-Ĉrefrained; Ņŏ9 ŬŗŏŰȞŉž 'f{juĈqÌé¶a»đĈ-Ĉand gave up ignorance. 

 

Purport: 
 

Dispenser of justice (Dharmadeva) and others having created and also Kardama, then after creating 

Goddess Saraswati (Vani), prompted by Brahman was afflicted by desire for her. Lord Brahma, by his 

own sons Sanaka, Daksha and others enlightened, refrained and gave up ignorance.  

 

Indication: 

 

Who is Dharmadeva? 

Dharmadeva also known as Yama, is the dispenser of justice and death to abodes of jivas. In the Katha        

Upanishad, Yama as the teacher to a boy named Nachiketas talks about the nature of the living being,       

Brahman, and self-realization. To a pointed question from Nachiketas ñWhat becomes of a human when the 

body dies?ò Yama replies: ñThe wise one never dies, is never born, it arises from nothing, and nothing arises 

from It. Unborn, Eternal, Everlasting, this Ancient One can never be destroyed with the destruction of the 

body. If the slayer thinks he can slay, or if the slain thinks he is slain, they both do not know the truth, for the 

indwelling Brahman neither slays nor is slain.ò  

 

The above assertion of Yama makes it clear that justice and death can be dispensed by Yama only to the one 

who is self-ignorant and assumes the body-mind complex in the human body as the real óIô. Justice and death 

is of no relevance to the one who is self-knowledgeable since for such a one, the individual óIô already stands 

annihilated and merged with the universal Brahman.  

 

Who is Kardama? 
Kardama (earth-made) was a householder who married Devahuti (one who invokes divine beings) and fathers 

nine girls Kala (time), Anasuya (non-envy), Shraddha (faith), Havirbhu (sacrifice), Gati (fate), Kriya (action), 

Khyati (glory), Arundhati (tongue or speech) and Shanti (peace). Then he gives these nine girls in marriage to 

the nine principal sages or divine beings, namely, Marichi, Atri, Angiras, Kratu, Pulaha, Pulastya, Bhrigu,    

Vasishtha, and Daksha. He also fathers a son named Kapila (brown bodied animal) and asks Kapila to teach 

his wife Devahuti about Brahman. Then, Kardama retires to the forest to enquiry óWho am I?ô and experiences 

merger with Brahman. 
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The life story of Kardama is fully loaded with symbolism. The human body made out of food produced from 

earth (hence Kardama or earth-made) marries Devahuti (mind that invokes divine beings seeking favors) and 

fathers nine daughters Kala (time), Anasuya (non-envy), Shraddha (faith), Havirbhu (sacrifice), Gati (fate), 

Kriya (action), Khyati (glory), Arundhati (speech) and Shanti (peace) thus trying to win over time, space and 

causation. These daughters are married off to nine self-realized sages since time, space and causation that the 

mind believed will give happiness gets proven to be wrong since they do not give peace. Then, upon            

contemplation, realization dawns in the form of a son Kapila (that the brown human body is an animal). This 

knowledge that Kapila, the human body is not the óIô, is imparted to Devahuti (mind) which stops invoking 

divine beings and starts enquiring into óWho am óIô? and ultimately experiences merger with Brahman. 

  

Who is Vani (Goddess Saraswati) and why Lord Brahma desired Vani (speech)? 

 

Goddess Saraswati represents speech. When the human being experiences merger of individual óIô with the 

universal Brahman, there arises a desire to tell others about that victory (Jaya) and accomplishment (Vijaya), 

which as noted above was the last impediment for the complete merger of the individual óIô with the universal 

Brahman for the four child sages. Even though the desire to speak may not be to boost about the victory and 

accomplishment but to help other human beings, the same may also result in the return of egoism and self-

ignorance. This is the reason why self-realized sages who have merged their individual óIô with universal    

Brahman maintain stoic silence. Many of the self-realized sages retire to the forests and rarely commingle with 

the self-ignorant so as to maintain dignified silence that represents and is one of the attribute of Brahman.  

 

Lord Brahma was afflicted with the desire for Vani and started to speak about the victory and accomplishment 

of self-knowledge gained by him. This was because Lord Brahma was prompted by Brahman to do so and not 

because of any egoism. Prompted by Brahman again, Sanaka, Daksha and others, enlightened and refrained 

Lord Brahma from going after Vani. In the result, Lord Brahma gave up speech. Lord Brahma afflicted with 

the desire for Vani and then giving up such ignorance, was all prompted by Brahman, only as a lesson to      

human beings who, with the grace of the indwelling Brahman, merge their individual óIô with universal      

Brahman, do not endeavor to boast about their victory and achievement of self-knowledge, but to remain      

silent. There are testimonies of many realized human beings who remained incognito after self-knowledge and 

may be true even today. 

 

Thiru Valluvar in his Thiru Kural (verse 124) celebrates the greatness of silence thus: 

 
gv|nkÌ»ĈfvǪkuàĈSd³_vku»Ĉ{fuÀm½ 
j|nkÌå½Ĉjue¼ĈziǪà 
 

The one who is absorbed in silence, towers aloft 

Taller than a mountain. 

 

Essence: 

 

What are the further creations of Lord Brahma? 

Lord Brahma creates Dharmadeva (dispenser of justice and death) and Vani (speech) that are experienced by 

the self-ignorant and not experienced by the self-knowledgeable.  
 
 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 

 
 

Page 19 



Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 9 

 
ÛɭÏɟÑn ÒȓØɟÌȑÑÛßɟÑθÒ ÞÛxθÛʬ×ɟ9 ¾ȓÛxÑn ȑÑÅɟÑÑÀÌɟċÃÍȓØɟÑÑɨjÞɩ ] 
ÒȓŝɭÝȓ ÍɭÝȓ θÛȑÑÐɟ× Þ ÞÀxÛȗθǦ-ÖŢɟĚÑȓÛɰĦÍÛ ÒÏɟĞÔȓÅÖɟκŬÍɨÕȕÍn ̂ĥ  
 
{qfuƔ»çluehÍqtuhiÌĈsǩqqÌ¹ƔkuĜĈÒǩq»hÍbuhg_Ɣeu´aàluh{gu(S)zs¢ĈŤ 
ç¹{lrxĈ{frxĈqÌhÍfuĜkĈsĈsǩ_ƔÄí¹ƔfvĜ-j¼lu¼åq½Æfq  ifuƔ½çƔbjuǮǪ{fuĐSđèĜ¹Ĉ 
 
De-notation: 

ŗŶŇūŉž ŋŰőūń-ŬŉŗŜūŉž ({qfuƔ»çluehÍqtuhđĈ- the Vedas and all the Puranas; ĤŬŋ śŗƈ-Ŭŗɦū: (SiÌ 
sǩqqÌ¹ƔkuđĈ-Ĉalso all the other branches of learning; ĶŰ ŗƈŉž ŬŉĽ-ĥŉŉ-ĸńūŅž (Òǩq»hÍbuhg_Ɣeu¹đĈ- 
bringing out from all his faces; ĻŅŰ:-ĥŉŉ-ĤśŻ (aàluh{gu )S(zs¢đĈ -Ĉ that four faced; ŋŰƧŶŚŰ ŅŶŚŰ ŬŗŬŉňūŐ 

(ç¹{lrx {frx qÌhÍfuĜkđĈ-Ĉto his, those sons having imparted; ś śĸƈ-ŗŲŮɞŏž-ĤƬūʑŰŗŉž (s  sǩ_ƔÄí¹Ɣfv-
j¼lu¼åq½đĈ- and they unable to further the creation; Ņŗ ŋŇūʼŰĽŏž-ĥŬƳŅ: - ĤŎűŅž (fq ifuƔ½çƔbjuǮǪ{fu
ĐSđèĜ¹Ĉ-Ĉat Brahmanôs lotus feet took refuge. 

 

Purport: 

 

That four faced, bringing out from his faces, the Vedas and all the Puranas and all the other branches of 

learning, those having imparted to his sons, and they unable to further the creation, took refuge at 

Brahmanôs lotus feet.  
 
Indication: 

 

What were the various Vedas that Lord Brahma imparted to his sons? 

Lord Brahma is a multi-faceted personality having mastery over all branches of learning. Symbolically, the 

multi-faceted nature of Lord Brahma is represented by many faces. Apart from Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur 

Veda and Atharva Veda, Lord Brahma also created the Natya Veda (Scripture of Arts) as a combination of the 

four Vedas by combining Pathya (hymns) of Rig Veda; Geetham (melody and music) of Sama Veda; Abhinaya 

(gesticulation and emotion) of Yajur Veda and Rasa (aesthetics) of Atharva Veda. All these five Vedas were 

imparted by Lord Brahma to the four child sages and the ten self-realized sages. These Vedas included within 

itself various Upanishads, principal among them being the ten Upanishads on which Sri Sanakaracharya wrote 

Bhasyams (commentaries). These ten principal Upanishads are the Aitareya Upanishad in Rig Veda; Katha 

Upanishad and Taittiriya Upanishad in the Krishna Yajur Veda; Isa Upanishad and Brhadaranyaka     

Upanishad in the Shukla Yajur Veda; Kena Upanishad and Chandogya Upanishad in the Sama Veda; 

Prasna Upanishad, Mundaka Upanishad and Mandukya Upanishad in the Atharva Veda. 

 

What were the various Puranas imparted by Lord Brahma? 

There are eighteen principal Puranas and 18 subsidiary Puranas. They are captured in a Sanskrit sloka thus: 

 

ma-dwayam bha-dwayam chaiva bra-thrayam va-chathushtayam 

anapalinga kooska-ni puranani prudhak prudhak 

 

Twice Ma, Twice Bha, Thrice Bra, Four-Fold Va 

A-Na-Pa-Linga Koo-Ska are the Puranas single and separate 
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The names of eighteen subsidiary Puranas (Upa Puranas) are: Sanatkumara Purana; Narasimha Purana;        

Brihannaradiya Purana; Sivarahasya Purana; Durvasa Purana; Kapila Purana; Vamana Purana; Bhargava      

Purana; Varuna Purana; Kalika Purana; Samba Purana; Nandi Purana; Surya Purana; Parasara Purana; Vash-

ishtha     Purana; Devi Bhagavata Puraua; Ganesha Purana; and Hamsa Purana. 

 

To what avail is the knowledge of these Vedas and Puranas? 

Chapter 7 of the Chandogya Upanishad records the conversation between Sage Narada, one of the ten self-

realized sages noted above (before merging with Brahman) and Sage Sanatkumara, one of the child sages also 

noted above who is always merged with Brahman, is summarized below. 

Narada: Sir, please show the path of self-knowledge.  

Sanatkumara: Let me first know what you already know. I shall then teach you something further than 

that. 

Narada: Sir, I have learnt the Rig-Veda, Yajur-Veda, Sama-Veda, Atharva-Veda, the method of remembering 

and reciting the Vedas, the technique of Shraddha ceremony, grammar, philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, 

astrology, science of augury, jugglery, logic, ethics, information about different divine beings who represent 

different forces or powers, science of animals, science of war, and so on. But Sir, I am full of sorrow and grief 

and remorse. I hope and believe that you will be able to lead me out of all these by favoring me with real 

knowledge. 

Sanatkumara: Dear Narada, all that you know is but mere name and verbiage, mere words. You can by 

your present knowledge achieve only what words can achieve and nothing more. 

Narada: What is it that is greater than name and words? Please teach me that. 

Sanatkumara: Yes, the power of speech is greater than words. If there had been no power of speech there 

would have been no words, no Vedas, no truth or untruth, no religion or irreligion, no good or bad. 

Narada: Is there anything still greater than the power of speech? 

Sanatkumara: Certainly. Mind is greater as it is conscious of both the word and the power of speech. When 

one decides to learn, (s)he learns, otherwise not. When one thinks to do a thing, (s)he does it, otherwise not. 

Narada: Is there anything greater than the mind? 

Sanatkumara: Why not? The will is greater than the mind. If there is no will, nothing happens. It is the will 

that holds all things together. 

Narada: What is greater than the will? 

Sanatkumara: Consciousness is greater than the will. It is consciousness that begets mental activity. Then 

there is the will that impels the mind to think. Speech follows and words take shape. If a personôs                  

consciousness is not concentrated, he is not alert and he cannot do things.  

Ma twice Matsya Purana and Markendeya Purana 

Bha twice Bhagavata Purana and Bhavishya Purana 

Bra thrice Brahma Purana, Brahmanda Purana and Brahma Vraivrata Purana 

Va fourfold Vayu Purana, Vamana Purana, Varaha Purana and Vishnu Purana 

A-na-pa-lin-ga Agni Purana, Narada Purana, Padma Purana, Linga Purana and Garuda Purana 

Koo-ska Kurma Purana, Skanda Purana 
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Narada: Dear Sir, is there anything that is greater than consciousness? 

Sanatkumara: Of course. Meditation is greater than mere consciousness. Even the earth and the sky and 

the mountains are, as it were, meditating and therefore standing firm and steady. If there were no meditation, 

nothing would stand firm and steady. 

Narada: Please tell me if there is something which is greater than meditation. 

Sanatkumara: Yes, the power of understanding is greater than meditation. Good and bad, truth and un-

truth, the Vedas and Puranas, this world and the next, all these can be known only if there is the power of un-

derstanding. 

Narada: Is there anything still greater than understanding? 

Sanatkumara: Yes, dear friend. Power is greater than mere understanding. A single powerful person in-

spires fear in hundred persons with brains and understanding. When a person with physical power gets up and 

goes about, when a person becomes learned, when a person becomes a seer, a thinker, a doer of things, that 

person becomes a person of understanding, that person is greater than all. It is power that supports the earth, 

the sky, the mountains, the beasts and human beings and divine beings and everything that exists on earth or in 

other worlds. 

Narada: Is there anything that is greater than physical power? 

Sanatkumara: Yes, food is greater. If a person does not eat for ten days that person may die, or even if that 

person lives, there may be loss of powers of speech, of action, of hearing, and of thinking. When that person 

begins to take food, power returns.  

Narada: Is there anything greater than food? 

Sanatkumara: Yes, water is greater. If there are no rain, then no food grows. For want of water all living 

beings would fade away. When there are rains all animals are quite happy. 

Narada: What is greater than water? 

Sanatkumara: Heat or light is greater. If there were no heat, the water from the earth would not evaporate 

and there would be no rain without evaporation. 

Narada: What is greater than heat? 

Sanatkumara: Space is greater. It is in space that all things happen. The sun and the moon and the worlds 

float about in space. Space is the cause of sound waves that makes hearing possible. 

Narada: What is greater than space? 

Sanatkumara: Well, there is the spirit. That is the substratum of everything else. Human beings are always 

impelled to do things on account of the joy or the pleasure that they get out of the things that they do. No one 

acts or does anything unless impelled by some kind of pleasure or joy. And joy consists in abundance, not in 

want. It is only infinity and not limitation that can give joy. That infinity can be realized only by living a      

unitary life and not by living a life impeded by a sense of separation or isolation or limitation. When a person 

sees nothing but the one spirit, hears not and knows nothing but the one spirit, there is experience of infinity. 

When a person only sees and knows merely things other than that spirit, it is misery and sorrow that follow. 

The abundant and the infinite are immortal, while things that are finite and limited are mortal. The spirit lives 

by its own power and exists by its own support and greatness. Those who have realized that spirit, are great on 

account of self-possession and not on account of the possession of houses and cows, servants and lands.  
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That spirit called Brahman pervades the four quarters. It is up above as well as down below. Those who know 

this Brahman is absorbed in it; sports with it, enjoys its company as that of a mate; full of joy; fully self-

possessed and self-controlled. This realization of Brahman can dawn upon human beings when the mind is 

clean and pure. Minds would be clean and pure when there is pure food consumed by the senses (perception of 

all the names and forms in creation as Brahman). A clean and pure mind alone can concentrate upon truth. 

Truth then will shine in the heart of hearts like the rising sun.  

Dear Narada, this para vidya (hidden knowledge) only can bestow immortality and eternal bliss 

 

Why Lord Brahma is unable to further the creation? 

When Lord Brahma imparted these different branches of learning to the four child sages and the ten self-

realized sages, they acquired the para vidya noted above and merged with Brahman. When self-knowledge 

dawned, the various names and forms of creation were perceived by the self-realized sages as Brahman, so 

much so, they were not in a position to perceive creation as independent and having a separate existence, apart 

from that of Brahman. This resulted in their inability to perceive creation at all, much less, further creation. 

This is explained Chapter IV verse 18 of Svetasvatara Upanishad thus: 

 

When ignorance is dispelled, there is neither 

Day nor night, Being nor Non-being 

There is only the Auspicious One imperishable 

From that One, this ancient knowledge ensued 

 

Essence: 

 

What is the use of knowing the Vedas and Puranas? 

 

With the grace and compassion of the indwelling Brahman, knowledge of Vedas and Puranas will result in 

fright for self-ignorance and anger at non-realization ultimately leading to knowledge of para vidya or self-

knowledge resulting in merger of the individual óIò with the universal Brahman. 

 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
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Dashaka 10 ï Diversity in Creation ï Sloka 10 

 

ÅɟÑęÑȓÒɟ×ÖÎ ÏɭßÖÅɨ θÛÕč× ŮɠÒȓɰÞÕɟÛÖÕÅęÖÑȓÍʬÛÐȕĝ×ɟÖn ] 
Íɟĝ×ɟɰ Ã ÖɟÑȓÝ¾ȓÙɟȑÑ θÛÛÐx×ɰĦĕÛɰ ÀɨθÛęÏ ÖɟȻÍÒȓØɭÜ ȑÑȻȒęÐ ØɨÀɟÑn ̂`_̂ 
buhºåiukjfƓĈ{fƔtj{buĈqÌiĜµkĈÆ¹ǫç½siuĜqjiĜb»jåf¹ Ɣqá Ĝ¼Ĝku½ĈŤ 
fu¼Ĝku½ĈaĈjuårÒnuhÍĈqÌqǩfĜk½Æ¹q½Ĉ{_uƔqÌºfƔĈjuífç{lǭĈgvíºfvĜĈ{lu_uƔ»Ĉ 
 
De-notation: 

Ľūŉŉž-ĨŋūŐŏž-Ĥņ 'buhºåiukjfƓđĈ-Ĉknowing the technique then; ŇŶŜŏž-ĤĽ9 ŬŗŎș '{fƔtj{buĈ
qÌiĜµkđĈ-Ĉdividing his body into two; ̑ů-ŋŰƁś-Ŏūŗŏž-ĤŎĽŅž 'Æ¹ǫç½siu qjĈiĜb»đĈ- assumed the 
forms of female and male; ŏŉŰ-ŅŅž-ŗňűʵūŏž 'jåf¹Ɣqá Ĝ¼Ĝku½đĈ-Ĉas man  and his wife; ŅūʵūƁ Ļ 'fu¼Ĝku½Ĉ
ađĈ-Ĉthrough them; ŏūŉŰŚ-ĶŰ œūŬŉ ŬŗŗňƈŐŉž 'juårÒnuhÍĈqÌqǩfĜk½đĈ- then multiplying the human race; 

ɓƁ ĸźŬŗɻž ŏūƚŅŋŰőŶŘ '¹q½Ĉ{_uƔqÌºfƔĈjuífç{lǭđĈŹĈBrahman, O Govinda! Lord of Guruvayoor!; ŬŉƚŮɾ 
őźĸūŉž 'gvíºfvĜĈ{lu_uƔ»đĈ-Ĉeradicate my ailments. 

Purport: 

 

Then knowing the technique, dividing his body into two assumed the forms of female and male, as man 

(Manu) and his wife (Shataroopa); through them then multiplying the human race. Brahman, O Govinda! 

Lord of Guruvayoor! kindly eradicate my ailments. 

 

Indication: 

 

What is the technique that Lord Brahma adops for creation? 

From past experience, Lord Brahma realized that creating abodes of Brahman like the four child sages and ten 

self-realized sages will not result in proliferation of creation as these abodes of Brahman become aware that 

they are inseparable from Brahman and upon such self-realization merge their individual óIô with the universal 

Brahman.  From past experience, Lord Brahma also realized that the technique adopted by Lord Rudra of     

separating into dual aspects, namely, masculine (energy) and feminine (matter) to perpetuate creation can      

result in the perception of creation as separate and independent of Brahman and that may ultimately lead to 

proliferation of creation.  

 

Thirumoolar in his Thirumandiram (verse 396) states that creation is perceivable only if there are dual as-

pects, that is masculine (energy) and feminine (matter) thus: 

 

\íq»Ĉ\í¹fvĈqÌ|okudÁĈWÀmuǩ 
UíqǩĈqÌ|oku·Ü½ĈYÁnu½ĈqÌ|o²Ò½ 
iíq³_ÂĈ{fuð½Ĉik»inĈquh 
fvízqu»mvÀĈza¾|_Ĉza_éÀðĈju{j 
 

Brahman (Energy) and Prakriti (Matter) commenced play 

The play of the two produced all; 

With seasons changing, diverse the produce; 

In holy union - the act of creation complete. 
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Who is Manu (a human being)? 

Manu is the archetypal first human being (including both the male and female form of human bodies) and    

refers to the energy or the masculine aspect of creation. Each kalpa (day of Lord Brahma) consists of          

fourteen Manvantaras (periods of humankind), and each Manvantara is said to be headed by a different Manu. 

The first Manu was Svayambhuva Manu followed by Swarochisha Manu, Uttama Manu, Tapasa Manu,       

Raivata Manu, Chakshusha Manu, Vaivasvata Manu, Surya Savarni Manu, Daksa Savarni Manu, Brahma    

Savarni Manu, Dharma Savarni Manu, Rudra Savarni Manu, Deva Savarni Manu and Indra Savarni Manu. 

The present seventh Manvantara is headed by Vaivasvata Manu. These Manus set up social standards or rules 

of living for humankind. The texts ascribed to Svayambhuva Manu include Manava Grihyasutra (rules of     

living for house holders), Manava Sulbasutra (rules for construction of altars) and Manava Dharma-

shastra (codes of conduct and moral principles for social living) famously known as Manusm ti (rules of 

Manu).  

 

Who is Shataroopa (one having a hundred forms)? 

Shataroopa is Prakriti (nature) with all its various names and forms represents the feminine aspect of          

creation. She is available for perception as creation by all human beings according to their own                     

predispositions. She is experienced as inseparable from Brahman and as energy by those human beings who 

are in self-knowledge. She is experienced as distinct and different from Brahman and as matter after all, by 

those who are in self-ignorance. 

 

How then does the human race gets multiplied? 

Human race gets multiplied only by procreation or giving birth to human offspring, by engaging in physical 

coitus. This may be possible only for those who perceive creation as a second thing apart and independent 

from the óIô thought or egoism. Procreation is, thus, possible only for the self-ignorant who perceive the indi-

vidual óIô as distinct and different from the various names and forms in Prakriti. It is, therefore, impossible for 

the self-knowledgeable to procreate, as nothing, apart from Brahman, is perceivable for them, thus not meeting 

the pre-condition for procreation.  

 

However, one should not be deceived by the external appearance of the self-knowledgeable. The life of the 

15th century _ÜzqoÍĈav¹fǩĈ(Kaduveli Siddhar) is an apt example. The Siddhar was famed as a very      

austere hermit who lived by eating the dry leaves fallen from trees. The king of the country heard of him, saw 

him and offered a reward for the one who would prove this manôs worth. A rich girl agreed to do it. She began 

to live near the recluse and pretended to attend on him. She gently left pieces of tasty food along with the dry 

leaves picked by him. Eventually he took tasty dishes supplied by her. They became intimate and a child was 

born to them. She reported the matter to the king. The king wanted to know if she could prove their mutual    

relationship in public. She agreed and suggested a plan of action. Accordingly, the king announced a public 

dancing performance by that girl and invited the people to it. They gathered there and she also appeared, but 

not before she had given a dose of physic to the child and left it in charge of the saint at home. The dance was 

at its height here; the child was crying at home for the mother. The saint took the babe in his arms and went to 

the dancing performance. She was dancing hilariously. He could not approach her with the child. She noticed 

the saint and the babe. She contrived to kick her legs in the dance so as to unclasp one of her anklets just as she 

approached the place where the saint stood. She gently lifted her foot and the saint tied the anklet. The public 

shouted and laughed at the saint, in derision. But the saint remained unaffected. Yet to prove his worth, the 

saint sang this song to Lord Shiva of Thirumaraikadu at Vedaranyam: 

 

zqÁò½ĈSoqÌÁĈqÌÜjv»ĈzqÒoÍ|k 
zaÁò½ĈSoø½Ĉzaò¹àj»Ĉavº|f|k 
SÁò½Ĉi_ò½ĈSíôd»Ĉá³_vhuÁ  
_Áò½ĈiÌoºàĈ_ÜzqoÍĈTÒ{j! 
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If it is true that óIô let go of my anger, to be a victor, 

If it is true that óIô restrained my mind, when it rushed away, 

If it is true that óIô wakefully sleep day and night quite aware of your Grace, 

May this stone burst in twain and become the wide expanse! 

 

Immediately, to the astonishment of everyone around, the Shiva linga there burst into two with a loud noise. 

The jeering crowd stood there astounded. This split Shiva linga can be seen even today at Sri Maha Kaleswar 

temple at Irumbai, Tamil Nadu. 

 

The life of Kaduveli Siddhar was noted in Talk 449 in ñTalks with Sri Ramana Maharishiò by the sage to     

explain verse 181 of Vedantachudamani that proclaims thus: 

 

Although a self-realised (jivanmukta) associated with body may, owing to his past actions (prarabdha), appear 

to lapse into ignorance or wisdom, yet he is only pure like the ether (akasa) which is always itself clear.     

whether covered by dense clouds or cleared of clouds by currents of air. He always revels in the Self alone, 

like a loving wife taking pleasure with her husband alone, though she attends on him with things obtained from 

others (by way of fortune, as determined by her prarabdha). Though he remains silent like one devoid of     

learning, yet his supine-ness is due to the implicit duality of the vaikhari vak (spoken words) of the Vedas; his 

silence is the highest expression of the realised non-duality which is after all the true content of the Vedas.  

 

Though he instructs his disciples, yet he does not pose as a teacher, in the full conviction that the teacher and 

disciple are mere conventions born of illusion (maya), and so he continues to utter words (like akasvani); if on 

the other hand he mutters words incoherently like a lunatic, it is because his experience is inexpressible like 

the words of lovers in embrace. If his words are many and fluent like those of an orator, they represent the    

recollection of his experience, since he is the unmoving non-dual One without any desire awaiting fulfilment. 

Although he may appear grief-stricken like any other man in bereavement, yet he evinces just the right love of 

and pity for the senses which he earlier controlled before he realised that they were mere instruments and    

manifestations of the Supreme Being.  

 

When he seems keenly interested in the wonders of the world, he is only ridiculing the ignorance born of      

superimposition. If he appears indulging in sexual pleasures, he must be taken to enjoy the ever-inherent Bliss 

of the Self, which, divided Itself into the Individual Self and the Universal Self, delights in their reunion to    

regain Its Original Nature. If he appears wrathful he means well to the offenders. All his actions should be    

taken to be only divine manifestations on the plane of humanity. There should not arise even the least doubt as 

to his being emancipated while yet alive. He lives only for the good of the world.  

 

Essence: 

 

How can ailments of human beings be eradicated? 

 

All ailments of human beings get eradicated if the key to the secret of creation is realized by human beings. 

And that is - the creator and creation are one and the same. How then can the abode of Brahman ï the human 

body that is part of the creation - have any ailment? 

 

 

Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
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Om Namo Bhagavathe Vasudevaya: 
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“Vedas are sounds emanating from the vibrations of the 
Great Intelligence originating from the Paramatman   
himself.  We must take special care of such sounds to   
ensure welfare of the world…. 
 
Preservation of Veda is my work….”    

 
§ Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati Swamigal    
     (Mahaperiyava)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Supporting Veda Patashala is the best service one can do to please and receive the blessings of    
Mahaperiyava.  Devotees who are interested to support Veda Patashala can contact us to join the 
Maha Pidi Arisi Thittam scheme.   
 

 
Please mail to us  
 
amrithavarshini2012@gmail.com  
 
May Mahaperiyava shower his blessings on all. 
 
Humble Pranams 
 
Anand Vasudevan 
“Dharumamigu” Chennai  
Mobile — 9582218808 

VEDA RAKSHANAM 
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Veda is like a tree which is based on 

learned Vedic Brahmins as its roots.  

The Six Branches of Vedas are    

Shiksha, Vyakarana, Chandas, 

Niruktham, Jyotisham and Kalpam.  

The various virtuous duties          

ordained in Vedas tantamount to its 

leaves.  If the roots are destroyed 

there will be no branches nor even 

the tree itself.  Therefore, Vedic 

Brahmins, the roots, should be     

protected sparing no effort. 



Amritha Varshini published by Mrs. Gayathri Anand 

Mrithyor Ma Amritam Gamaya - lead me from mortality to immortality 

Amritha    Varshini © 
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Sri Raama Dootham Sirasaa Namaami 

Sarve Bhavantu Sukina:  
Sarve Shantu Niraamayaa:  

Sarve Bhadraani Pashyanthu  
Maa Kashchid Dukha Bhaag Bhaveth  

Om Shanti: Shanti: Shanthi:  
 

May All Be Happy  
May All Be Healthy  

May All See Auspiciousness In Everything  
May All Be Free From Suffering  

May Peace Prevail on All and Everywhere  

To Join our Amrutha Vani WhatsApp Group please Whatsapp to 9582218808 


